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My  Dear  Betiie, 


Paducah,  Ky.  Aug.  10,  1861 


On  the  morning  that  I  left  Glencoe  I  was  sad  at  the  heart,  from  the  fact  that  I  had 
to  leave  the  house  of  her  1  most  loved,  while  she  was  sick  &  suffering.  I  thought  all 
day  &  the  next  that  possibly  the  extreme  heat  might  turn  your  headache  into  a  spell  of 
sickness,  and  you  have  no  idea  how  much  it  troubled  me.  and  to  leave  if  it  was  so.  I 
delayed  till  Saturday,  when  I  left  on  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Rail  Road  for  Louisville. 
I  arrived  at  Louisville  on  Sunday  at  seven  in  the  morning  having  had  the  dustiest  & 
most  disagreeable  ride  of  my  life.  I  found  Louisville  rather  excited  in  consequence  of 
the  election  which  was  to  come  off  on  the  next  day,  which  would  in  all  probability 
decide  the  fate  of  Ky.  From  what  I  learn  I  felt  that  it  was  already  decided,  and  that  my 
native  state  had  already  forfeited  her  birthright  of  bravery  &  loyalty,  for  the  loaves  & 
fishes  of  the  administration,  and  the  Election  the  next  day  justified  the  opinion,  for 
Ky.  has  elected  a  large  majority  of  Union  men  to  her  legislature.  The  next  step  will  be 
to  run  out  the  States  Right  men,  when  she  will  be  sealed  with  the  Covenant  of  Abo- 
litionism. However,  the  Southern  part  of  the  State  has  given  largely  increa.sed  ma- 
jorities for  Southern  Rights  and  if  the  upper  part  of  Ky.  adheres  to  the  Union  the 
Southern  part  will  go  with  Tenn.  or  form  a  new  state. 

I  left  Louisville  at  9  A.M.  on  Sunday  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Rail  Road 
and  when  we  got  to  the  state  lint  we  had  to  change  cars  as  the  Kentuckians  will  not 
run  their  trains  into  Tenn.  I  arrived  at  Clarksville  that  evening  about  sun  set  and  went 
from  there  to  "Camp  Boone"  the  place  where  "the  Ky.  Brigade  in  Service  of  the 
Confederate  States"  is  encamped.  The  Camp  is  beautifully  situated  about  8  miles 
from  Clarksville  in  a  magnificent  grove  of  oaks,  and  is  remarkably  clean  &  orderly. 
They  have  about  1800  men  &  new  levies  are  coming  in  every  day. 

I  was  most  hospitably  entertained  by  the  Officers,  and  the  Colonel  of  the  First 
Regt.  told  me  that  he  had  held  open  my  place  for  me.  until  he  could  do  so  no  longer, 
as  the  necessities  of  the  service  required  it  should  be  filled,  &  that  he  thought  1  would 
be  held  by  the  United  States  longer  than  I  was.  He  warmly  pushed  me  to  raise  a 
company  to  go  in  as  the  First  Company  in  the  Third  Regt.  &  gave  me  authority  to  do 
so  &  said  that  he  would  aid  me  in  any  way  he  could.  I  am  sorry  it  turns  out  so  but  it 
cannot  be  helped  and  the  place  he  wishes  me  to  take  is  the  highest  position  among  the 
line  officers.  I  came  home,  and  remained  one  day  &  then  was  written  for  in  one  of  the 
counties  back  of  here.  I  went  there  and  they  professed  to  get  up  a  company  for  me. 

I  have  also  had  an  offer  of  a  company  from  Louisville  Co.  &  I  will  determine 
what  I  shall  do.  I  would  have  written  to  you  sooner  but  for  the  reason  that  1  have 
been  absent  till  to  day.  I  showed  the  daguerrotype  you  gave  me  to  my  mother  & 

asked  her  what  she  thought  of  it.  She  said  that  it  was  the  picture  of  a  very  handsome 
woman  &  that  your  face  indicated  a  great  deal  of  character.  I  told  her  that  the  picture 
was  not  a  justice  that  the  original  was  incomparably  more  beautiful.  She  asked  who 
it  was.  I  told  her  &  told  her  all  about  you.  After  I  finished  she  said  that  she  was  glad 
to  hear  it,  that  from  what  I  told  her  you  must  be  a  very  fine  woman.  She  remarked  at 
the  same  time  that  I  was  very  much  in  love,  which  is  all  very  true.  When  you  gave  me 
the  daguerrotype  I  did  not  think  it  good  enough,  because  the  picture  failed  to  do  you 
justice,  but  now  away  from  you  I  would  not  lose  it  for  any  consideration.  I  hue  seen 
many  ladies  since  I  left  St.  Louis  but  none  that  can  compare  to  the  peerless  one  I  left 
behind  me.  You  must  remember  your  promise  to  me.  That  you  will  take  plenty  of 
exercise  on  horseback  every  day,  for  I  do  believe  that  exercise  is  the  secret  spring  of 
health  &  happiness.  Take  good  care  of  yourself  for  my  sake  &  write  to  me  very  soon 

Yours,  with  much  love 
Given 

RS.  I  will  seal  this  letter  &  if  it  reaches  you  without  being  opened  in  the  St  Louis 
Post  Office  !  write  more  freely  &  fully  about  my  movements  in  my  next.  Let  me 
know  it  has  been  tampered  with  in  the  office. 


Yours,  GC 
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My  Dear  Bettie. 


Faiiucah,  Ay.  Aufi.  26th,  61 


I  have  been  very  much  of  a  wanderer  since  my  last  letter,  going  through  the 
counties  of  the  hundreds  raising  a  military  company  for  Camp  Bumette.  one  of  the 
camps  of  the  Ky.  Brigade,  about  12  miles  from  Clarksville.  and  yesterday  on  my 
return  received  your  letter.  My  company  is  intended  for  Col.  Habins  Rect.,  the  4th  in 
the  Brigade.  He  is  anxious  for  me  take  the  post  of  adjutiinl  in  his  Regi.  but  1  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  take  command  of  a  company,  as  that  position  is  in  the  line  of 
promotion  &  more  opportunities  are  afforded  for  gallant  conduct.  1  desire  very  much 
to  complete  my  company  &  be  ordered  off  into  active  service  soon,  &  I  tell  you  thai 
you  need  have  no  apprehensions  for  my  safety,  in  case  of  a  fight  for  I  feel  that  1  am 
not  to  be  taken  off  in  batUes  &  that  I  will  return  from  the  war  unharmed. 

If  you  know  how  much  pleasure  the  receipt  of  your  letter  gave  to  me,  I  am  sure 
you  would  write  oftener.  I  read  it  over  so  often  that  I  can  almost  repeat  it.  At  the 
close  of  it  you  said  don't  forget  the  locket  &c.  I  will  not  forget  it,  but  you  will  never 
see  it  again  except  you  see  me  with  it,  unless  it  is  sent  to  you  at  my  death,  or  when  1 
go  into  battle  if  1  am  so  fortunate  as  to  be  in  one  during  the  war.  I  will  leave  directions 
to  send  it  to  you  in  case  I  am  killed,  but  this  is  the  only  event  upon  which  it  will  be 
returned,  unless  you  desire  it  after  having  ceased  to  love  me  &  allied  yourself  to 
another.  You  must  not  let  the  fascinations  of  your  beaux  induce  you  to  forget  me  who 
though  absent  loves  you  more  than  all  the  rest  of  them  together.  It  is  a  popular  fallacy 
that  "absence  conquers  love."  I  know  that  it  is  not  so.  for  the  longer  I  am  away  from 
you  the  more  anxious  I  am  to  see  you.  and  the  more  clearly  do  I  recognize  your 
superiority  to  my  other  lady  acquaintances.  I  have  not  been  to  see  a  single  young  lady 
since  I  saw  you  last,  and  do  not  expect  to  unless  I  go  to  Nashville  where  I  will  visit 
you  &  my  friend — I  saw  Dr.  Michel  at  Clarksville  on  last  Saturday.  He  was  from  St. 
Louis  &  gave  me  all  the  news.  He  told  me  what  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  your 
father  was  rapidly  recovering  &  that  his  physician  thought  he  would  very  soon  have 
full  use  of  his  leg.  He  gave  me  a  very  bad  piece  of  advice,  I  mean  that  I  should  have 
wished  to  hear  just  the  opposite,  i.e.  when  I  told  him  I  wished  to  go  to  St.  Louis  soon 
to  settle  up  some  very  important  business  he  told  me  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  go  there  &  remain  in  disguises  &  that  that  if  I  was  recognized  I 
would  surely  be  arrested  &  perhaps  treated  as  a  spy  if  they  found  out  that  I  was  in  the 
Confederate  service;  no  matter  how  foreign  such  a  purpose  might  be  to  me.  He  said 
that  the  country  also  was  under  martial  law;  upon  his  representations  &  yours.  I  will 
delay  my  visit  for  a  few  weeks  &  wait  &  see  if  affairs  improve  in  the  city  &  if  they  do 
not  I  will  try  &  see  you  in  spite  of  the  risk  for  you  do  not  know  how  I  do  wish  to  see 
you  once  again  before  being  ordered  off. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  getting  to  be  such  a  good  equestrian  for  I  am  sure 
it  will  be  the  best  thing  for  you.  but  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  go  to  the  city  to  live  as 
it  will  make  it  more  difficult  for  me  to  see  you  without  exposure.  Affairs  in  Ky.  are 
rapidly  approaching  a  crisis  &  it  would  not  surprise  me  to  hear  at  any  hour  of  war 
commenced  in  the  center  of  the  states.  Down  here  in  the  western  district  we  are 
happily  united,  all  for  the  South  &  the  people  in  this  district  arc  determined  to  go 
with  the  South  let  the  course  of  Ky.  be  what  it  may.  We  had  quite  an  excitement  here 
a  few  days  ago.  The  gunboat  Conestoga  came  up  from  Cairo  &  captured  a  small 
stem  wheelboat  which  runs  in  the  Tenn.  River  called  the  Ferry  on  the  ground  that  she 
carried  a  secession  flag  &  carried  contraband  goods  to  the  South.  This  caused  great 
excitement  but  as  the  deed  was  over  before  breakfast  very  few  people  knew  of  it!  At 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  day  a  large  boat  owned  at  Evansville,  Indiana  came  down  the 
Ohio  &  landed  at  the  wharf  where  she  was  boarded  by  about  20  reckless  men  citizens 
of  Paducah  &  the  boat  &  cargo  captured,  the  crew  sent  on  shore  &  the  boat  &  cargo 
were  taken  up  Tenn.  River  into  Tennessee  &  landed  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Henry. 
The  prize  was  a  very  valuable  one  the  boat  a  fine  one  &  the  cargo  large,  consisting 
principally  of  coffee.  The  H.K.  did  not  make  by  the  operation.  This  seizure  of  the 
Ferry  was  a  very  grave  violation  of  Ky.  neutrality.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  can  be 
done  by  our  Govt,  whose  hands  are  almost  tied  by  a  submissionist  military  council. 

Around  here  we  all  have  very  much  confidence  in  Mo.  I  believe  that  she  will 
come  out  of  this  struggle  for  independence  with  honour  &  success.  I  was  delighted  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  Genl .  Lyons  for  he  was  the  man  most  dangerous  to  our  causein  Mo. 
I  expect  the  Ky.  Brigade  will  be  ordered  to  Mo.  If  so  the  prayer  of  my  heart  is  that  I 
may  be  spared  &  allowed  to  march  into  St.  Louis  in  triumph.  I  mustclose  now  &  ask  you 
to  excuse  this  badly  written  letter  and  to  keep  your  promise  about  punctuality. 


With  much  love 
Yours.  Given 
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My  Dear  Betlie, 


Paducah  A'v.  Sept.  2ci.  IH6J 


You  see  that  I  am  making  the  promises.  I  made  in  my  last,  good  i.e.  to  write 
once  a  week.  I  am  very  much  afraid  that  the  answer  to  it  will  not  reach  me,  as  the 
department  at  Washington  has  decided  to  close  up  all  the  offices  west  of  the  Tennes- 
see River  except  the  post  office  at  Matfield  in  Graves  Co:  Ky:  considering  this  part  of 
Ky.  as  in  a  .state  of  rebellion.  Mr.  LincolnsGovt.  does  not  allow  one  pound  of  provi- 
sions or  goods  of  any  kind  to  come  to  this  place;  and  the  Military  authorities  at  Cairo 
have  threatened  to  shell  &  bum  the  town  of  Paducah  to  the  ground,  if  the  citizens 
offer  any  more  indignities  to  the  ves.sels  of  U.S.  This  is  a  large  threat,  but  the  people 
here  are  not  the  least  frightened,  and  on  account  of  these  wann  Southern  .sentiments 
the  town  is  known  in  the  South  as  "little  Charlestown."  Matters  here  are  rapidly 
assuming  a  grave  aspect,  and  we  are  all  satisfied  that  this  state  will  soon  commence 
her  ordeal  of  fire  &  blood.  Many  families  have  left  Louisville,  Lexington  &  other 
places  in  the  state  from  a  vivid  apprehension  of  coming  dangers.  I  am  satisfied  that 
Ky.  will  never  be  a  reliable  member  of  the  Confederate  States  until  she  has  gone 
through  a  bloody  purgation.  She  might  once  have  united  with  the  South  with  honor 
&  comparative  unity  but  the  people  let  the  opportunity  slip  &  they  must  drain  the 
bitter  consequences  to  the  dregs. 

But  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  for  I  know  you  do  not  care  much  for  politics.  I  long 
to  see  you — to  hear  your  voice,  if  only  for  a  short  time,  but  there  are  obstacles  which 
render  it  at  present  almost  impossible.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Govt,  has  com- 
menced a  secret  system  of  espionage,  which  is  only  one  further  step  towards  despo- 
tism. The  Confederate  States  are  not  recognized  by  Lincoln  as  belligerent  &  he  will 
not  exchange  prisoners  with  them.  If  he  would  do  this  I  would  not  mind  the  risk,  but 
to  be  taken  &  sent  to  his  "Bastile"  in  New  York  &  immersed  in  its  dungeon  til  the  end 
of  the  war  is  a  danger  worth  a  thought.  I  leave  here  to-day  for  camp  with  some 
recruits  for  my  company  which  will  shortly  be  full.  They  are  all  willing  here  for  me  to 
go,  and  I  am  anxious  to  be  at  work,  not  that  I  am  afraid  that  I  will  not  have  planty  to 
do,  for  I  think  that  the  North  is  just  gathering  for  the  struggle  of  which  Manassas  was 
but  the  introduction.  I  have  great  confidence  in  our  cause  &  in  its  eventual  success; 
but  of  all  else  I  am  most  interested  in  my  state  Mo:  &  the  Mecca  of  my  hopes  is  to  be 
able  to  march  with  a  victorious  army  into  St.  Louis.  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  be  too 
prudent  for  me  to  write  so  plainly  to  you  as  St.  Louis  is  under  Martial  Law  &  corre- 
spondence may  be  examined  if  so  I  promise  not  again  to  offend  and  in  writing  to  me, 
it  would  be  best  for  you  not  to  say  anything  about  St.  Louis  &  its  military  condition. 
For  you  see  by  the  papers  that  even  Ladies  are  not  exempt  from  the  cowardly  despo- 
tism of  the  Govt. 

I  have  been  to  an  entertainment  lately,  where  there  was  wit  &  beauty  the  first  & 
only  one  I  have  attended  since  I  left  St.  Louis.  I  had  a  pleasant  "hum-drum"  time  and 
was  supremely  indifferent.  I  really  enjoy  this  feeling  of  perfect  invulnerability.  I  am 
almost  in  hopes  that  you  do  not  realize  how  secure  your  dominion  in  my  heart  is.  I 
have  no  eye  nor  ear  for  another.  But  sometimes  I  have  a  fleeting  fear  that  perhaps 
some  one  of  your  acquaintances  aided  by  time  &  absence  may  obliterate  the  traces  I 
left  behind  in  your  memory;  but  I  banish  these  unwelcome  thoughts  &  as  the  song 
goes  "trust  to  luck." 

I  must  close  this  hurried  note  with  a  request  that  you  write  often— 

Yours  with  much  love 
Given 


P.S.  Direct  the  answer  of  this  to  me  at  Mayfield 

Graves  County 

Ky 
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Camp  Murietle.  Sept.  ^>th.  1S61 
10  miles  Ni^rth  of  Clurksville 
4th  Regt.  Ky.  Brigade 


My  Own  Dear  Betiie, 


1  am  writing  this  letter  to  you  under  manifold  difficulties.  In  the  first  place  my 
mart|uee  is  full  of  visitors,  officers  of  other  companies,  who.  though  I  leave  them  to 
entertain  themselves,  fretjuently  interrupt  me  with  questions  &  etc..  and  this  letter  is 
written  upon  the  top  of  a  cigar  box.  placed  upon  a  valise  on  end.  for  a  table.  I  have 
been  here  but  a  few  days  and  am  not  as  well  fixed  up  as  to  tables,  stands  &c.  as  I 
intend.  And  in  addition  to  all  these  petty  inconveniences.  1  am  ver>'  much  troubled  on 
account  of  a  perfect  ignorance  of  the  condition  &  whereabouts  of  my  mother,  father. 
&  sisters.  1  know  that  father  has  made  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  administration 
on  account  of  his  Southern  inclinations  &  the  influence  he  has  unwaveringly  cast  for 
that  side.  I  have  heard  that  he  is  safe  &  the  papers  have  informed  me  that  Gen.  Grant 
.said  in  his  proclamation  that  he  had  come  to  "defend  &  protect  the  citizens"  of  Paducah. 
I  have  no  apprehension  of  any  present  danger  &  in  case  the  place  is  attacked  by  the 
Confederates,  the  women  &  children  wd.  be  moved  out.  but  the  constant  unsatisfied 
&.  disturbed  condition  of  mind  make  me  unhappy.  Now  while  I  am  writing  a  thunder- 
storm with  vivid  lightning  has  broken  upon  us  &  I  feel  as  if  this  discharge  of  the 
elements  has  in  some  degree  cleared  ups  my  feelings  also  for  I  delight  to  look  at  the 
sublimities  of  nature  &  the  terrible  magnificences  of  a  real  storm  has  a  fascination  for 
her  which  usually  makes  my  spirits  rise.  However,  if  the  style  or  chirography  of  this 
letter  should  fall  short  of  a  critical  standard  you  must  overlook  its  faults  for  my  sake. 

I  wrote  to  you  from  Mayfield  a  few  days  ago  and  requested  the  answer  to  be 
mailed  to  me  at  Russelville.  Ky.  where  1  wish  you  wd.  direct  the  answers  to  this  also. 
1  will  go  there  in  a  few  days  &  see  if  you  have  written  &  the  letter  is  there.  How  long 
this  avenue  of  communication  may  be  open  I  know  not,  for  I  am  afraid  that  the  South 
part  of  Ky.  is  avowed  to  taste  of  the  bitter  civil  war  first.  But  I  will  continue  to  write 
to  you  whether  your  letters  made  me  or  not,  for  if  you  continue  to  love  me  you  will 
be  glad  to  hear  of  me  &  if  you  acknowledge  these  letters  I  will  most  probably  get 
them  &  do  not  fail  to  write  because  you  think  that  your  letter  might  miscarry  for  you 
do  not  know  how  much  I  prize  any  litde  line  from  you.  The  dagueirotype  and  locket 
are  great  comforts  for  me  &  I  carry  them  with  me  at  all  times  &  looking  pleases  me 

so  much  as  to  go  out  of  the  guard  into  the  woods  and  take  them  &  diink  over  the 
pleasant  hours  we  have  spent  together  &  in  our  walks  &  rides.  These  are  the  sparks 
of  light  which  guide  me  on  my  way  &  without  these  happy  reflections  &  the  bright 
hopes  ahead  I  would  be  more  desolate  than  a  shipwrecked  mariner  without  his  com- 
pass on  an  unknown  ocean.  I  get  to  thinking  of  the  hard  fate  which  closed  the  door  to 
any  communication  with  you  except  by  letter  &  of  the  idea  that  the  homes  of  those 
that  I  hold  dear  &  of  you  whom  I  hold  dearest  of  all  others,  closed  against  me  by  the 
fate  of  war,  almost  makes  me  curse  the  authors  of  this  horrid  civil  war;  but  then  I  feel 
that  if  I  am  beloved  by  you  I  am  fortunate  in  spite  of  my  misfortunes.  I  have  just  been 
informed  that  news  has  come  that  the  confederate  troops  under  Pillow  are  marching 
on  Paducah  &  if  the  news  is  true  I  will  leave  here  for  Paducah  &  take  a  hand  in  setting 
fires  the  city — and  if  possible  to  get  my  Father's  family  out  of  the  place  beforehand. 
But  I  hardly  believe  it  to  be  true,  if  it  is  confirmed  by  tomorrow.  I  shall  leave  a  Lieut. 
in  charge  of  the  company  &  .start.  Tlie  drum  has  beat  for  Dixie  &  I  must  clo.se  this 
discussion  note. 

You  must  write  to  me  at  Russelville.  Logan  County.  Ky.  for  I  do  wait  to  hear 
from  you  so  much.  Good  Bye  my  dearest  and  believe  me  as  ever. 


Yours     Given. 


^^^^. 


Z^:^^^  /^:^^iL^      /^^i^^i^  /^^:   /z^^^^^^£^^f^*^z.^ycai^\ 


/^  A 


-*e^ 


^!i-i:-^^e<z^ 


.^^^^^:^:^:-.i-^5^     ^^  ,/z<^ 


z:^:^^^-- 


/^"^^f^ 


^^^^  /ii^^  .     //^j^    y^^^t^/C^    ^^z^*^^  ^r^ 


/yi-^^    /^/^^^     //i/^     ^^^iC^/:^  ,£^k^^-^:-,^^^ii^   /^V 


-  i^t 


^<^ 


^  ^^«^      '^A:  ja^/ 


^^^^n.     ^-/^^^^^<^€^ 


/g^.^ 


^^^:c^/:U.,^^ 


^^i>^    ^^.^^^^  /^^  A  y^^^^^:^^  X^j^^ 


>!?^. 


^^^*^^  -«^^^  ^7^ 


<:^^ 


^fe^z-t^J^ 


^x  ^^^^^^^^ 


^^^^       ^-^i^^i:^^ 


-^ 


^^'^^    /i^^^* 


^t. 


-      '5'~'C*s''i^z:^^ 


^^ 


^- 


t:^-^,^ 


"^^^^/f^.^^^ 


/L^^ 


/"^^^^^^    ^^"  ^:^:^^ 


^  ^^^^y^^^  ^  ^^^^^ 


.*^^;2^ 


^^ 


^ 


Z^^^^^t^/:^ 


^*^^      ^J^//^^ 


^ 


^:r 


r 


^^^^-^/r-'      A^ 


/^^   ^ 


^ 


^;:^^x. 


^-^^ 


^^ 


^sc-^ 


^ 


^ 


^. 


f^^*^^^. 


<?^    <a<^ 


y^^>-^^y         >^'$^^4^-- 


^ 
/^L  ^ 


^   -^ 


€k-.'^ 


^:^c^tu.£^ 


V>' 


£-C~<.<^ 


^-? 


^ 


^  ^ 


x^ 


7  J^t^-^^^ 


A 


/C^-<^  y^^:^ 


i^^  _ 


/^-^     .^i- 


^?^ 


^^^  i^^  ^^^ 


y  ^^^c^ 


^^^^   ^^^y^^::^ 


/^^^  £^         /^       ^y 


y- 


y^^-^ 


/^^    /^^u^ 


:^ 


«i 


/ 


Zr^-^ 


^JL^^^-^iS^i 


^^,^..<^      y^* 


y<y 


My  Dearest  Bettie, 


Sept.  26.  1861 


I  have  had  no  letter  from  you  since  the  first  you  wrote  to  me,  and  do  not  know 
that  my  last  three  have  reached  you  at  all,  but  1  intend  to  continue  to  write  to  you,  in 
the  hope  that  you  may  hear  from  me.  I  am  satisfied  that  you  alone  can  make  me 
happy  &  without  you  I  should  be  disparate.  These  desperate  times  have  strange 
influences  on  men's  souls,  and  I  look  to  you  &  your  love  as  the  .steel  anchor  of  my 
soul.  I  have  been  a  sad  man  about  of  late,  and  on  yesterday  saw  your  Aunt  Mrs. 
Hamilton  &  Miss  Ida  who  were  very  kind  to  me  indeed.  I  love  them  not  only  for  your 
sake  but  for  their  own  intrinsic  worth.  Your  Aunt  had  had  the  Rheumatism  &  was  a 
little  lame,  but  had  nearly  recovered.  Miss  Ida  seemed  to  me  to  have  grown  taller,  at 
times  she  reminded  me  of  you  &  I  could  have  faced  all  dangers  to  have  obliged  her  on 
that  account.  She  gave  me  the  little  gold  lame'  broach,  and  said  I  must  give  it  to  you 
as  I  would  see  you  long  before  she  would.  I  promised  to  do  so  &  if  you  get  it  from  my 
hands  before  very  long,  you  must  not  be  at  all  surprised.  Mrs.  H.  told  me  that  you  still 
remained  atGlencoe  &  would  remain  there  all  the  winter,  all  of  which  I  was  glad  to 
hear  for  obvious  reasons.  I  called  to  see  your  Aunt  Mrs.  K.  &  Miss  Sue  &  the  young 
ladies  but  they  were  not  at  home.  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  male  members  of  the  family, 
but  understood  that  all  were  well.  Your  Uncle  James  Hamilton  was  very  well  indeed 
&  all  seemed  in  excellent  spirits.  Mr.  K.  &  your  Aunt  Lizzie  &  Miss  Sue  were  on  a 
visit  to  Mrs.  K's  father  &  had  been  absent  for  some  time.  There  was  no  further  news 
in  the  place  of  interest;  generally  all  things  were  going  on  well  when  you  see  me  I 
suppose  you  will  hardly  know  me.  I  have  tanned  so  much  that  I  might  well  be  called 
very  swarthy,  but  the  change  is  only  in  complexion.  I  am  the  same  in  feeling  as  ever 
&  if  I  thought  any  change  to  my  disadvantage  had  taken  place  in  you  I  would  not 
care  to  live  longer.  Kentucky  is  in  a  worse  condition  than  poor  Missouri.  Many  of 
her  best  citizens  have  been  incarcerated  &  her  fair  fields  will  soon  run  red  with  her 
children's  blood.  Each  side  is  rapidly  concentrating  for  a  battle  which  will  decide  the 
wasting  of  the  "dark  &  bloody  ground."  Communication  between  the  northern  & 
southern  parts  of  the  state  is  almost  impossible  as  the  utmost  vigilance  is  observed  to 
prevent  it.  The  Confederate  troops  have  occupied  Bowling  Green  &  as  far  up  as 
Green  River.  North  of  that  the  Federal  troops  have  possession  &  their  forces  are 
gradually  drawing  nearer  to  the  Confederate  forces.  So  you  may  ask  for  important 
results  in  a  short  time.  I  have  only  time  to  write  this  litde  note  to  you  as  the  bearer  of 
it  goes  away  in  a  few  minutes.  I  am  well  with  the  exception  of  a  very  pertinacious 

cold  and  in  very  low  spirits.  If  I  could  only  hear  from  you  now  an  than  I  should  be 
better  satisfied,  and  although  I  am  of  a  sanguine  hopeful  disposition  the  hope  de- 
ferred has  almost  made  me  heart  sick.  When  you  write  to  me  again  write  to  me  at 
Paducah.  Ky.  care  of  Charies  T.  Bronson  the  postmaster  there,  that  is  if  the  place  is 
not  taken  by  the  Confederates,  for  if  it  is,  the  mails  will  be  stopped.  I  would  give  two 
years  of  my  life  to  see  you  if  only  for  a  short  time. 


Write  to  me  soon  my  dearest  &  believe  me. 

Yours  forever 
Given 
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Htnion.  k\.  (hi.  N.f)l 


My  Dearest  Bettie. 


I  have  just  returned  from  a  lonji  trip  (Mi  business  connected  with  the  new  calling 
I  have  adopted.  On  my  trip  I  saw  many  familiar  faces  &  old  friends,  Clarke  Kennedy 
&  Mr.  Decker  &  Dr.  Bryan  &  Michael  &c  1  had  to  come  back  here  to  jiel  some 
personal  property  of  mine  &  on  my  arrival  a  package  of  papers  &  letters  were  handed 
tome.  I  looked  over  these  hastily  &  among  these  recognized  your  letter  of  Oct.  lOth. 
Oh  I  was  so  glad  to  get  one  more  letter  from  you.  I  could  not  express  to  you  my  joy 
at  hearing  from  you  again  &  that  you  were  well  &  was  unchanged,  though  of  a 
change  I  was  not  much  afraid,  for  our  acquaintance  &  my  love  was  often  confirmed 
&  well  tried  to  give  way  to  any  ephemeral  circumstances.  When  I  came  here  1  did  not 
expect  to  remain  half  an  hour  but  I  will  stay  here,  almost  in  the  lines  of  the  Northern 
troops  &  write  a  letter  to  you,  for  I  don't  know  when  again  1  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  write  so  that  a  letter  will,  with  any  certainty  reach  you.  I  leave  here  this 
evening  to  make  my  way  to  Missouri  to  cast  my  fortunes  with  the  gallant  army.  \  lave 
resigned  in  Ky.  &  have  better  offers  in  Mo.  1  am  in  fine  health  and  will  stand  the 
rough  &  long  land  trip  well.  If  you  were  in  the  country  1  might  see  you  &  as  it  is  if  1 
can  get  news  will  let  you  know  it  so  we  may  meet  again  &  that  before  the  winter  is 
over.  1  feel  that  I  have  never  loved  before  &  believe  I  should  never  love  another  in  the 
event  I  should  be  doomed  to  wear  the  crowning  heart  for  my  idol  gone  to  heaven — 
you  may  think  that  I  am  foolish  to  let  such  an  idea  as  death  enter  my  head,  but  I  love 
you  so  much  that  apprehensions  vague  &  (juick,  sometimes  attack  my  happiness. 
Your  letters  are  always  most  interesting  to  me.  and  I  have  never  since  any  thought  or 
idea  expressed  in  them  which  could  be  called  stupid.  I  think  you  are  as  perfect  as  the 
Lord  will  allow  to  live  under  the  grade  of  his  angels  &  love  you  more  than  anything 
or  being  in  the  universe  &  do  not  like  even  to  hear  your  own  lips  speak  a  charge 
which  anothers  folly  would  quickly  repent  having  uttered.  You  speak  of  sewing  a 
good  deal — Now  my  own  dear  Bettie  do  not  work  at  the  stitch  too  much,  for  it  will 
injure  your  health.  You  know  how  much  I  always  hated  to  see  anyone  dear  to  me 
continually  stitching  away.  My  aversion  to  it  runs  in  our  family,  for  Father  has  the 
same  feeling.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  ride  so  well  &  often  it  is  such  healthful  exercise 
but  you  must  not  sit  up  to  late  at  night,  nor  read  too  much  by  the  gas  light  &  above  all 
keep  up  a  cheeif  ul  heart  for  though  the  day  may  be  dark  &  dreary.  "Behind  the  clouds 
is  the  sun  still  shining."  I  feel  that  I  am  not  destined  to  be  hurt  in  this  war  &  that  for 
us  is  laid  up  abundant  happiness.  If  the  war  does  not  look  like  there  will  be  an  end  of 
it  by  the  next  spring,  I  wish  to  see  you  in  the  meantime  &  make  preparations  for  our 
marriage  in  the  summer  or  fall,  for  I  should  be  most  miserable  to  be  away  from  you 

during  the  whole  of  a  long  war,  where  if  you  were  my  wife  you  could  come  to  some 
neutral  or  safe  ground  where  we  could  meet  each  other  sometimes.  If  I  do  not  have 
you  for  my  wife.  I  shall  never  marry  another,  for  I  could  never  love  another,  and  my 
days  would  be  pa.ssed  in  other  more  peaceful  pursuits  for  I  should  seek  the  deep 
excitements  of  danger  &  adoration  &  quiet  would  be  a  stranger  to  my  soul.  But  I 
believe  in  the  efficacy  of  my  destiny,  &  that  I  believe  is  to  be  bright  &  happy.  The  sun 
is  going  down  in  the  we.st  now  &  I  have  a  h^nely  ride  through  the  woods  of  twenty 
miles  &  must  bring  this  rambling  letter  to  a  clivse.  You  must  excu.se  all  its  omi.ssions 
&  ingratuities — Write  to  me  occa.ssionally  ;it  Paducah  as  long  as  the  mails  go  there  & 
the  letters  will  be  saved  for  me  or  .sent  to  me.  I  will  not  forget  you.  dearer  to  me  than 
all  the  Earth  &  Heaven  besides,  and  will  write  to  you  at  every  opportunity.  Do  not 
forget  me  &  think  often  of  the  happy  days  we  have  pas.sed  together  &  remember  me 
in  your  prayers.  I  shall  never  no  never  forget  you  and  if  it  is  possible  will  see  you 
before  I  am  many  months  older  for  I  wish  to  see  you  more  perhaps  than  you  do  me. 
Take  good  care  of  yourself  &  do  nothing  to  impair  life's  greatest  blessing — health, 
for  I  leave  you  as  my  trustee  of  yourself  for  I  claim  a  valuable  interest  in  you — Now 
Good  Bye  My  Dear  Bettie.  When  you  hear  of  me  again  it  will  be  in  Mo. 

Yours  forever.  Given 

Miss  Sue  Bettie  W(K)ds 
Saint  Louis.  Mo. 


P.S.  I  .send  this  care  of  James  E  Yeatman  wbn  is  a  Tnion  man  &  may  be  through  him 
it  will  go  .safely. 
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Campnear Pineville,  McDonaldCo.  Mo: 
Nov.  13.  1861 


My  Dearest  Bettie, 


I  have  just  learned  that  young  Von.  Phul  leaves  here  for  Memphis  in  a  few 
minutes  &  he  has  volunteered  to  take  a  letter  for  me.  I  have  only  time  to  write  a 
hurried  note:  to  tell  you  that  I  am  well  &  in  fine  sprits  and  think  of  your  own  sweet 
self  more  frequently  than  ever.  We  have  had  no  tight  yet.  but  are  anxiously  anticipat- 
ing an  attack  upon  our  outposts  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  If  I  am  slain  in  the  tight 
I  have  left  a  little  slip  in  my  pocket-book,  directing  the  gold  locket  &  my  seal  ring  & 
a  few  other  things  to  be  sent  to  you.  I  hope  the  contingency  may  not  happen  and  if 
there  is  anything  in  presentiment,  I  am  safe;  for  I  feel  that  I  shall  go  through  un- 
.scathed.  Our  affairs  are  not  as  encouraging  as  reports  have  led  me  to  believe,  but 
whatever  may  happen  I  am  fully  of  the  intention  to  carry  out  my  proferred  visit  to 
you,  before  the  winter  is  over.  I  do  wish  to  see  you  so  much,  and  1  believe  that  I 
would  be  happier  than  any  other  man  if  I  could  see  you  &  speak  with  you  for  only  a 
few  hours.  But  my  time  has  expired  &  I  must  close.  Good  Bye.  Remember  me  &. 
think  of  me  very  often  is  the  request  of 

Yours  most  affectionately 
Given 


Miss  Sue  Bettie  Woods 
Care  of  Robt.  K.  Woods.  Esq. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Jan  \  15,  1862 


My  Dearest  Bettie, 


I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  ago  and  today  have  another  opportunity  of  wriiinii.  I 
never  hear  from  you  by  letter  or  directly  by  information.  Yet  I  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  you  &  know  that  you  would  write  to  me  very  often  if  yoi»  had  the  facility 
of  mails.  I  have  occasionally  opportunities  to  overcome  these  difficulties  &  shall  in 
every  instance  avail  myself  of  these.  I  would  give  almost  anything  in  this  world  to  iiet 
a  long  &  sweet  letter  from  you  &  if  any  chance  presents  itself  you  must  not  let  it  pass. 
I  am  yet  at  the  same  place  &  am  very  well  &  in  good  spirits.  Tho'  the  winter  here  is 
severe,  and  the  earth  is  now  robed  in  its  mantle  of  white  I  have  for  the  last  week  or 
two  days  been  an  anxious  watcher  day  &  night  by  the  bedside  of  my  dearest  friend 
out  here,  but  thank  God  by  diet  of  careful  nursing  &  skillful  attention  he  is  now 
convalescing  from  the  most  severe  attack  of  typhoid-pneumonia,  loss  of  rest  &  anxi- 
ety have  wore  me  down  some,  but  I  feel  as  usual  and  during  the  quiet  hours  of  the 
night  when  setting  by  his  couch  I  had  most  frequent  opportunities  of  reviewing  the 
incidents  of  the  past  years,  and  you  have  no  idea  how  delightful  the  remembrances  of 
our  sweet  intercourse  were,  and  after  each  reverie  1  was  compelled  to  admit  that 
amid  civil  &  political  commotions  &  the  upheavings  of  the  wrath  of  a  people  & 
suffering  &  distress  &  death,  1  was  yet  the  most  fortunate  of  men  in  po.sse.ssint:  a 
nature  which  the  greedy  grasp  of  war  could  not  deprive  one  of.  and  that  nature  is  the 
pure  untainted  love  of  a  stainless  heart.  I  live  now  in  the  future  and  many  are  the 
bright  day  dreams  which  Hit  across  the  di.sc  of  my  mind,  and  .strange  U)  say  the  image 
of  your  own  sweet  .self  rests  in  the  foreground  of  each  o\'  these  pictures  o\'  the  mind. 
I  am  truer  to  you  today  than  I  am  to  anything  else  in  this  world  &  all  that  I  ask  is  that 
you  will  be  true  to  yourself  &  to  me.  It  shall  not  be  much  longer  before  I  will  .see  you 
&  in  your  reply  you  must  tell  me  how  I  can  best  acci)mplish  that  much  desired  end. 
This  letter  will  be  sent  by  private  hand,  and  as  soon  (immediately)  after  you  get  it.  if 
you  will  .send  a  letter  directed  to  me  under  the  name  of  (jiven  H.  Caldwallader  & 
place  it  in  the  post  office  at  once  directed  to  the  abi>ve  person  at  Pronkommc  Post 
Office,  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.  1  will  get  the  letter.  Now  my  darling  be  sure  &  write  to 
me  by  this  opportunity  for  1  long  to  hear  from  you.  Nt)w  do  not  forget  me  &  remem- 
ber me  well  as  your  own  true  &  faithful. 

Given 


P.S.  I  enclose  my  direction  for  the  answer  to  this  letter. 


^x. 


Springfield,  Mo.  Jan'\  26,  1 H62 


Received  March  17ili/62 

Miss  Sue  Betty  Woods.  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Mv  Dearest  Bettie. 


Your  sweet  letter  of  Dec.  lOth.  61  came  safely  to  hand  about  a  week  ago  and  it 
made  me  happy  very  happy  to  know  that  you  was  well  &  that  your  family  was  well  & 
had  not  been  molested  by  the  Fedl.  Govt,  authorities.  I  had  not  received  a  letter  from 
vou  since  one  written  Oct.  lOth,  and  I  received  it  with  almost  childish  iilee.  for  1  read 
it  (^  reread  it  until  I  could  repeat  to  myself  its  contents.  1  wrote  a  little  note  to  you  on 
yesterday  by  private  hand  going  to  St.  Louis.  1  could  write  no  longer  letter  as  the 
gentleman  was  about  to  start  just  as  1  came  in  town  from  a  long  .scout,  having  been 
sent  out  by  the  Maj.  General  a  few  days  before,  so  I  had  but  a  moment  to  write  in.  I 
am  rejoiced  that  you&  Florence  have  opened  a  correspondence  &  hope  that  you  will 
not  let  it  Hag  between  you.  for  it  is  a  strong  link  of  sympathy  between  us  two.  I  love 
my  sister  almost  as  much  as  I  do  you  &  if  you  knew  her  you  would  love  her  not  only 
for  my  .sake  but  for  her  own  inten.se  qualities.  She  is  a  great  girl  and  loves  me  as  well 
as  a  sister  can  love  a  brother.  I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  the  ring  came  safely  to  hand 
though  if  1  could  have  .seen  you  1  should  have  liked  to  have  placed  a  gage  d'  armour 
more  worthy  of  your  acceptance,  but  I  am  proud  to  know  that  it  now  encircles  the 
small  finger  of  her  I  love  most  of  all  &  the  only  one  I  ever  loved,  now  you  may  not 
believe  me  when  1  tell  yt)u  that  I  have  never  loved  another  than  you.  The  first  time  I 
ever  saw  you  coming  out  of  the  church  door,  a  few  days  after  I  came  to  St.  Louis  to 
live  I  felt  a  singular  attraction  for  you  &  my  eyes  followed  that  fair  form  as  far  as  the 
distance  would  allow  and  when  I  was  introduced  to  you  at  your  hou.se  1  talked  long 
and  attentively  with  you  for  1  wished  to  see  if  the  beautiful  cachet  contained  a  gem  of 
a  character  to  correspond  with  the  cachet  in  which  it  was  contained  &  went  away 
satisfied  that  a  fine  intellect,  a  pure  heart  &  beautiful  person  was  all  included  in  one 
sweet  creature,  &  ever  since  that  day  I  have  felt  towards  you  as  I  never  felt  for 
another  &  never  expect  to  feel  for  another.  Now  you  must  not  consider  this  as  flat- 
tery for  it  is  not  &  if  you  will  reflect  you  will  know  it  is  not.  You  must  wear  it  always 
&  do  not  let  the  perpetual  attentions  &  supplications  of  Bredell  wear  away  the  im- 
pre.ss  of  the  absent  one.  I  know  your  opinion  of  him  &  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
remind  you  that  the  perpetual  dripping  of  water  wears  away  the  solid  rock.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  here  that  war  cannot  last  very  much  longer  &  at  its  end  will  begin  our 
happiness,  but  I  am  almost  .sorry  that  I  made  this  playful  caution  to  you  for  your 
acquaintance  with  me  has  been  too  long  &  your  character  is  too  high  for  me  to  doubt 
you  for  one  moment,  and  as  to  reports  of  my  death,  believe  none  ofthe.se  for  fate  has 
decreed  a  bright  &  honourable  career  for  me  &  all  that  I  ask  is  to  have  a  portion  for 
it  of  my  hearts  selection  &  that  selection  has  been  forever  made.  I  cannot  imagine 
how  these  foolish  reports  could  have  got  such  currency  then,  for  a  day  or  two  ago  a 
young  Mr.  Waples  brought  us  news  that  they  had  us  dead  &  buried  &  that  a  great 
many  of  my  friends  were  lamenting  my  untimely  death.  He  sd.  that  he  had  seen  a 
photograph  of  me  at  Mr.  Handings  &  that  he  would  not  know  me  as  the  same  person 
for  1  look  like  a  border  ruffian  now — with  a  black  hat  &  a  black  plume  in  it — a  red 
shirt,  military  pants  &  horsemans  boots — with  large  Spanish  spurs,  wouldn't  you  like 
to  see  how  I  look  in  such  aco.stume  with  beard  all  over  my  face,  for  I  haven't  uimmed 
it  for  several  months.  I  am  getting  on  finely  here  &  if  I  do  .say  so  myself,  am  becoming 
very  populariy  known  here  &  have  acquired  a  great  many  friends.  I  will  not  tell  you 
what  I  am  doing  here,  but  you  will  probably  hear  before  very  long. 


I  am  very  sad  when  I  think  ot  the  sickness  in  St.  Louis  &  am  haunted  by 
occassional  tears  that  you  may  be  stricken  by  the  pestilential  agents,  but  I  shall  drive 
away  all  these  unhappy  misgivings  &  believe  thai  Gi)d  will  protect  you  as  in  the 
hollow  ot"  his  hand  and  in  this  connection  I  thank  you  lor  your  good  advice  about 
reading  my  Bible.  I  love  you  tor  your  piety,  and  you  may  recollect  that  remark  I  made 
to  you  in  Sam  Kirkmans  parlor  on  that  rainy  Tuesday  night  which  I  so  well  remem- 
ber, when  I  told  you  that  I  believed  it  I  was  saved  ilbe  by  the  hand  of  a  lady  &  that 
lady  you  may  guess. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  like  Wm.  Saltlance  tor  he  is  worthy  ot  it.  and  I  am 
gratified  to  learn  that  he  remembers  me.  He  is  not  like  the  small  fry  who  skip  around 
in  .society  in  St.  Louis,  but  is  a  man  ot  sterling  i|ualities.  I  am  not  surprised  that  it  did 
not  occur  betorc.  I  .see  that  Miss  Cornelia  who  you  know  I  warned  you  agamst 
before  I  left  was  the  first  swift  harbinger  of  my  death  to  you.  I  cannot  ci)nceive  why 
she  should  wish  to  be  the  tlrst  to  break  such  news  to  you.  You  must  keep  watch  on 
her  &  by  no  means  allow  any  intimacy  to  spring  up  between  you  for  though  she  is  as 
fair  as  a  May  morning  in  her  manners  and  talk,  yet  the  deadly  typhus  is  not  more  tatal 
in  its  effects.  She  is  dangerous.  Now  Gates  is  a  fine  fellow  &  I  thank  him  for  his 
consideration  in  letting  you  know  the  report  was  fal.se.  You  must  love  my  friends  too: 
you  know  1  love  my  friends  &  do  not  love  my  enemies  unscripiural  though  it  is  to  say 
so — but  I  never  concealed  from  you  my  imperfections  &  this  revelation  does  not 
take  you  by  surpri.se  I  know.  Now  let  me  doubly  thank  you  for  the  language  y>\ 
affection  in  your  letter,  nor  do  I  consider  it  unmaidenly.  but  I  do  think  that  it  shows 
the  true  hearted  &  sensible  woman  &  I  love  you  all  the  more  for  it.  Mr.  Chiles  told  me 
he  saw  you  &  your  mother  only  a  few  days  before  he  left  St.  Louis  about  Dec.  22nd 
&  has  the  little  present  you  .sent  me  in  his  baggage  which  will  be  here  in  a  day  c^r  two. 

I  k'  io\d  me  that  your  Mother  (who  I  love)  wished  him  to  bring  me  a  pair  of  blankets 
for  which  I  thank  her  much.  I  have  one  pair  of  blankets  &  in  camp  sometimes  sleep  a 
little  cool.  But  thus  far  I  have  had  excellent  health  except  for  the  last  week  I  took 
cold  in  my  head  &  settled  in  my  lower  Jaw  &  gave  me  great  pain  for  .several  days,  and 
made  my  jau  so  stiff  that  for  several  days  I  could  not  open  my  mouth  wide  enough  to 
chew  any  food.  I  weigh  more  than  1  ever  did  in  St.  Louis.  1  send  this  letter  to  Paducah 
In  be  mailed  to  you  <^  hope  it  will  }2o  .sately  lo  hand.  I  am  now  about  to  cK\se  this  long 
letter  my  best  respects  to  your  Tather  &.  Mother  &.  a  kiss  for  the  children  and  an 
inestimable  cjuantity  tor  your.self.  GihkI  bye  now  my  darling,  lake  good  care  of  your- 
.self  for  my  sake  &  remember  me  in  your  prayers.  Yours  forever  most  affectionately. 
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Corinth,  Miss.  Mux  II.  IH62 


Miss  Sue  Bettie  Woods 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

My  Own  Dear  Bettie, 


I  saw  Ge.  Beall.  bye  the  bye.  the  same  one  who  used  to  flourish  in  Saint  Louis  as 
Capt.  Beall  and  was  devoted  to  Miss  Mary  Mitchell  &  Julia  Barrett,  and  he  asked  inc 
if  I  wished  to  send  a  letter  to  Saint  Louis,  and  you  may  know  that  I  sprang  at  the 
opportunity.  I  have  not  heard  directly  from  yt)u  since  the  little  nt)te  of  Feb.  Xth  & 
have  written  to  you  .several  times  since  this  period,  but  the  letters,  many  of  them, 
were  .sent  by  uncertain  channels  &  perhaps  have  not  reached  you  at  all:  but  my  dar 
ling  I  want  you  to  know  &  believe  that  whenever  an  opportunity  can  be  found  I 
always  write  to  you.  I  do  not  know,  nor  can  my  mind  arrive  at  any  probable  period 
for  the  termination  of  this  war  and  until  then  we  can  ntu  be  happy  with  each  other  but 
one  thing  1  do  know  and  that  is  if  it  lasts  the  year  the  time  will  not  abate  my  deep  I'v: 
.steady  love  for  you.  And  if  1  have  judged  yourcharacter  aright  it  will  not  change  you. 

Our  gallant  army  was  forced  to  retire  from  Missouri  and  oh  how  sad  it  made  me 
when  I  cros.sed  the  borders  of  Mo.  and  look  up  the  march  through  Arkansas  but  I 
remembered  the  consolatory  verse  of  LongfelU>w  i.e.  "Be  still  sad  heart'  Cease  thy 
repining  behind  the  clouds  is  the  sun  still  shining."  I  wrote  you  a  full  acci)unt  o\  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  our  retreat  of  the  Battle  at  Elkhom  and  the  dangers  iK:  risks 
of  it.  through  all  of  which  I  came  i)ut  safely  &  unharmed,  dainaging  my  clothes  and  a 
shell  cut  my  hat  through  &  through.  But  in  it  all  1  have  no  appiehension  of  danger  e^ 
felt  as  if  I  was  not  born  to  die  by  the  hand  o\'  the  country's  enemies,  and  my  darling  I 
wish  you  to  feel  the  same  way  Sl  do  not  credit  any  foolish  rumors  to  the  effect  that  I 
am  slain  or  wounded  fori  will  not  be.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  fights  I  have  been  in  your 
image  rose  before  me  &  you  may  be  sure  that  the  apparition  did  not  reiTKue  my 
angst.  I  have  a  source  of  con.solation  &  pleasure  which  to  my  mind  is  more  exhaust- 
ible &  that  is  that  though  dangers  &  mi.sfortunes  may  cluster  ri^und  about  me  a.s  a 
wall  &  though  fate  should  frown  on  my  fairest  hopes,  yet  here  is  one  heart  far  distant 
which  responds  in  loving  sympathy.  &  who.se  dear  pulsations  keep  time  to  my  ow  n. 
I  am  tired  of  cavalrv.  and  will  resign  mv  command  to  no  into  infantrv  or  into  the 
partisan  service  which  has  peculiar  charms  for  me.  1  have  been  elected  by  the  officers 
of  the  7th  Ky.  Regt.  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  regiment  but  there  are  objections  to 
the  position.  I  will  not  accept  it.  The  men  under  the  organization  have  a  right  to  elect. 
and  though  they  have  waived  that  right  there  are  other  objections  I  have  little  ambi- 
tion for  military  promotion,  and  can  get  the  position  of  Colonel  of  a  regiment  if  I 
desire  it:  but  I  should  prefer  the  dashing  &  reckless  life  of  a  partisan  to  any  position 
in  the  regular  line.  All  that  keeps  me  here  now  is  the  prospect  of  a  battle,  a  battle 
which  will  be  the  most  bloody  &  the  most  decisive  in  the  pages  of  modem  history.  I 
heard  yesterday  from  Mr.  Sam  Kirkmans  father  &  his  family  all  were  well  and  none 
of  them  had  been  molested. 


Florence,  the  City  of  Florence,  was  captured  by  a  scouting  party  of  Federals 
composed  of  nine  (9)  men  and  surrendered  "with  all  the  honor  of  war." 

The  gentleman  who  told  me  of  the  Kirkmans,  said  he  had  not  seen  Sam  for  a 
long  time  &.  did  not  know  when  he  had  gone.  Columbia,  that  you  have  heard  Sally 
Polk  speak  of  .so  often,  was  captured  by  our  cavalry  &  the  enemy's  stores  were 
captured  with  some  hundreds  of  prisoners.  I  learned  yesterday  that  our  cavalry  had 
also  de.stroyed  the  US  property  at  Paducah  but  this  has  not  been  confirmed.  Oh  I  had 
almo.st  forgotten  to  tell  you  that  I  saw  Bredell  at  Memphis  &  he  told  me  all  the  news. 
I  asked  him  particularly  about  you  but  his  replies  were  of  a  very  general  nature.  He 
.says  he  has  come  here  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  South  &  intends  joining  a  battery.  I 
.saw  Dr.  Michel  ye.sterday.  He  holds  the  3rd  rank  in  the  Confederate  .service  as  sur- 
geon. He  is  surgical  in.spector  for  what  the  French  wd.  call  Corps  L'  Armie,  a  corps 
of  the  army.  He  told  me  to  send  his  kindest  regards  to  you  and  to  the  family.  We  have 
a  fme  army  here  &  ought  to  whip  the  Yankees  if  we  fight  them  here.  Now  Bettie  my 
dear  1  want  you  to  write  to  me  via  Paducah.  Ky.  under  cover  to  Rorence.  my  si.ster. 
This  will  be  the  surest  way  to  communicate  with  me.  Oh  how  I  long  to  see  you.  hear 
you  speak.  You  first  and  family  next  are  the  only  bonds  which  tie  me  to  life  and  if  they 
should  unhappily  be  broken  my  life  1  would  carry  on  my  sword  point,  for  I  am  be- 
coming reckless  &  I  had  almost  said  desperate.  I  have  been  deeply  .stung  by  thorns 
through  my  family  for  they  have  insulted  my  mother  &  sisters  &  murdered  my  friends. 
But  now  Good  Bye — take  great  care  of  your  health  &  remember  that  you  are  held  by 
yourself  as  trustee  for  me  until  I  return  &  then  I  shall  assert  my  title  in  my  own  name. 
Pray  for  me.  I  need  your  prayers.  Yours  forever,  most  lovingly. 
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Near  Marietta,  Ga.  June  22n<i 

I  am  very  much  in  hopes  that  you  will  gel  a  letter  from  me  as  I  have  written  this 
&  another  &  both  of  them  are  sent  by  private  hand  though  not  by  the  same  one.  and 
also  another  by  Flag  of  Truce.  I  would  have  written  much  sooner  but  literally  have 
not  had  time  to  write  for  a  long  lime,  as  our  Brig,  has  been  constantly  engaged  in 
active  service  in  front  of  the  enemy  for  nearly  two  months.  1  was  so  much  delighied 
to  get  your  letter  of  Feb.  22nd.  It  was  like  the  well  remembered  voice  of  a  friend  long 
absent,  age  of  more  than  a  friend.  I  had  almost  given  out  the  hope  of  hearing  from 
you  again  when  Col.  Woodward  handed  me  a  letter  which  he  .said  came  from  Miss.  1 
looked  at  the  super  script  and  it  was  strange.  Carele.ssly  put  it  in  my  pocket  &  did  not 
look  at  it  for  that  day.  On  the  next  morning  I  tore  it  open  and  found  that  it  enclosed 
another  letter  in  another  envelope  and  that  envelope  was  blank.  1  lore  it  open  and 
when  I  saw  the  handwriting  was  so  delightfully  startled.  1  ci)uld  not  cease  reading  it 
until  1  had  read  &  reread  it  &  had  its  contents  written  on  my  heart.  Oh  if  you  did 
know  how  delighted  I  was  I  know  you  would  write  again  &  often  &  iry  every  expe 
dient.  Although  I  was  rejoiced  yet  the  tone  of  the  letter  and  an  illusion  to  delicate 
health  made  me  feel  very  sad  indeed  and  this  impression  was  heightened  by  a  letter 
from  Miss  Siissie  who  said  that  your  mother  had  written  thai  your  heallh  was  not 
good  &  that  you  had  been  confined  to  your  bed  iov  a  long  time  three  weeks.  It  does 
hurt  me  very  much  indeed  to  know  that  you  are  sick  and  I  unable  to  see  you  or  even 
to  communicate  with  you  in  any  way  or  to  hear  of  your  health.  But  Bettie  dear  \()n 
must  get  well.  1  cannot  bare  to  think  that  Death  shd.  have  the  power  to  strike  so  fair 
a  form  &  to  send  so  pure  a  soul  away  from  its  earthly  casket  but.  I  will  not  write  mi 
such  a  bad  &  distressing  a  theme.  Yt)u  asked  me  if  1  never  felt  like  loving  some  of  the 
Southern  girls.  I  answered  No!  1  have  never  seen  one  that  could  compare  with  the 
peerless  one  1  left  behind  and  it  .seems  that  absence  has  magnitled  every  attraction 
and  enhanced  every  virtue  at  this  distance  &  time.  I  cannot  think  that  there  is  any 
defect  in  your  character  and  1  kni)w  that  I  sould  never  be  able  to  think  so  of  another. 
I  must  .see  you  soon  though  how  it  will  come  to  pass  1  can  not  now  see.  1  would 
surely  .see  you  if  I  could  get  leave  t)f  ab.sence.  but  I  have  tried  &  failed  &.  can  "ft  no 
leave  till  this  campaign  is  over.  But  my  precious  one  if  you  come  St>uth  I  will  see  you 
&  Miss  Susie  says  that  you  would  come  out  with  her  &  she  promised  to  bring  you 
out.  Oh  if  you  can  come  out  do  so.  I  saw  some  o\'  the  St.  Louisians  a  few  days  ago  & 
heard  of  one  of  your  old  beaux,  Bridell,  he  is  flying  around  in  Richmond  &  rep(Mt 
says  that  he  has  renewed  his  attention  to  Miss  Lizzie  Giles  &  she  has  di.scarded  Genl. 
Quarles  who  it  is  said  she  came  South  to  marry.  Johnny  Kay.  your  cousin,  is  adjutant 
of  the  49th  Tenn.  Quarles  Brigade  &  well.  I  have  made  diligent  inquiries  for  McCane 
&.  have  been  unable  to  hear  of  him  at  all.  Isaac  Haynes  of  St.  Louis  he  is  a  Capt.  in  the 
1st  Mo.  but  I  do  not  think  that  you  know  the  officers  in  this  rgt.  &  shall  say  no  more 
of  them.  We  have  been  having  a  lively  time  here  and  the  .skirmishes  between  Johnston 
&.  Shermans  Army  would  one  year  ago  have  been  termed  battles,  but  all  is  yet  inde- 
cision. We  have  a  large,  well  di.sciplined  &  high  spirited  army  and  when  the  struggle 
does  take  place  we  hope  &  earnestly  believe  that  the  God  of  Battles  will  smile  upon 
the  efforts  of  a  brave  &  struggling  people. 

1  have  written  this  letter  under  a  perfect  din  ot  voices  &.  hardly  know  what  I  am 
doing.  But  I  know  this  that  I  shall  always  love  you  best  of  all.  Goodbye — Love  \o  all 
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July  1st.  IH62 


My  Darling  Beilie. 


^our  k'llcr  was  handt'd  to  me  last  ni*:ht,  &  may  God  bless  you  tor  this  sweet 
letter  containiii*:  such  iientle  consolation.  Oh  how  I  was  delighted  to  receive  it.  My 
hean  is  so  full  that  I  cannot  tind  language  to  tell  you  all  that  1  teel  &  if  it  is  attempted 
I  know  you  will  think  me  crazy  or  very  extravagant,  but  my  darling  if  you  have  any 
idea  of  the  suffering  of  a  heart  famished,  and  the  joy  it  feels  when  supplies  so  pure  are 
sent,  then  you  may  know  how  I  feel.  For  months,  long  months.  I  have  been  a  wan- 
derer over  a  barren  land  &.  my  heart  has  been  encased  in  il.self.  extending  its  longing 
tendrils  in  but  one  direction.  &  that  but  to  feel  that  between  it  &.  its  mate  a  wide  waste 
spread  out  to  baffle  its  desires  &  disappoint  its  hopes.  Now  your  letter  as  far  as  your 
woman's  heart  prompted  by  your  womans  natural  instinct  could,  has  supplied  many 
of  its  wants.  They  say  in  books  &  it  is  the  sneering  remark  of  the  rude  world,  that  no 
human  heart  can  resist  the  slow  but  steady  encroachments  of  time,  which  with  its 
ebbs  &.  tlows  will  surely  erase  any  &  all  footprints  on  the  plastic  .sands  of  memory. 
but  thus  far  &  I  believe  ever  will  I  be  able  to  fix  the  lie  in  their  throats.  Absence  is  the 
infallible  test  which  enables  us  to  distinguish  between  the  pure  &  base  metals  of 
which  poor  mortals  are  composed.  You  ask  the  que.stion  of  me.  Why  should  1  fear  for 
this  protracted  absence'.'  1  answer  because  I  had  in  the  general  estimate  forgotten  a 
very  litUe.  that  there  are  angels  sent  by  God  to  strew  our  earthly  pathway  with  celes- 
tial flowers  &  you  are  one  ofthe.se  bright  guardian  angels  .sent  to  keep  the  heart  true 
to  its  pole  star.  1  am  happy  now  &  a  deep  &  calm  delight  has  sweetened  my  life  since 
I  have  been  away  from  you  wild  pa.ssions  have  attempted  to  master  me  but  the  evil 
spirits  were  exorcised  by  one  little  word  "Bettie,"  &  your  sweet  assurances  have 
given  to  your  fairy  wand  a  sweeter  power  over  me. 

Do  you  remember  the  night  we  first  met  after  your  return  from  Nashville,  when 
an  evil  chilling  blast  .swift  over  us  &  you  told  me  you  did  not  love  me.  I  would  not  & 
did  not  believe  you  &  begged  your  pardon  for  my  unbelief.  Who  has  proved  to  be  the 
truer  prophet?  This  was  the  first  chapter  in  that  prediction — the  next  was  that  one 
day  you  would  bear  my  name  &  wear  my  honors.  I  believe  that  though  it  is  dark  now, 
yet  the  sun  shines  for  me.  I  have  great  encouragement  on  all  sides.  All  my  friends  .say 
you  will  not  be  hurt.  You  are  not  yet  to  die  but  will  pass  through  .safely,  and  only  a  day 
or  two  ago  1  met  an  old  man,  a  very  old  man,  nearby.  A  century  had  left  its  traces  on 
his  face  &  form.  He  was  standing  by  the  grave  of  his  son  a  gallant  man  who  died  at 
the  head  of  his  victorious  troops.  His  eyes  were  dim.  his  frame  feeble  &  tottering.  & 
his  voice  weak  &  low  &  sad — I  knew  his  son  &  stopped  at  his  new  made  grave.  I  told 

him  where  I  was  going  &  my  business  on  perilous  &  particular  business  &  might 
never  see  my  friends  again.  He  looked  at  me  long  &  attentively  &  said  "go  on  you 
will  not  be  hurt.  No  no  you  will  pa.ss  through  all  that  is  .sent."  I  thought  that  I  stood 
before  one  of  the  old  proophets,  for  when  he  spoke  his  whole  person  .seemed  inspired 
with  a  new  life  &  vigor.  Nt)w  simple  as  this  was.  it  has  made  me  believe  certainly  that 
no  harm  "lies  wait"  for  me.  I  asked  him  for  his  blessing  and  he  put  his  hands  on  my 
head  &  prayed  for  God  to  bless  me.  You  may  think  me  superstitious  &  easily  moved 
by  imaginations  but  it  all,  the  place,  time  &  man.  made  an  impression  on  me  not  to  be 
forgotten.  My  darling  I  have  learned  a  good  deal  &  been  where  men  fell  thick  &  have 
never  in  many  fights  been  touched.  You  .say  in  your  letter  you  are  sorry  that  I  am  a 
private.  I  have  never  yet  been  a  private,  though  I  do  think  that  is  the  most  honourable 
position  &  as  easy  as  any — I  have  .served  for  nearly  a  year  as  an  officer  &  I  know  its 
duties  &  labors.  I  have  had  a  command  all  the  time  except  a. sht)rt  time  when  the  amiy 
was  at  Sac  River.  I  now  hold  the  rank  of  Capt.  in  the  Confedt.  .ser\  ice  and  am  here  in 


Ky.  on  peculiar  business  of  a  very  dangerous  nature — so  help  me  (lod  I  have  lu't 
been  ambitious  in  this  war,  nor  have  1  sought  office  at  all.  But  I  have  had  nian\ 
positions  on  the  staff  offered  lo  me.  but  I  prefer  the  dangers  &  hardships  ot  the  line  [o 
the  soft  sinecures  of  the  staff.  I  was  selected  by  the  commissioned  officers  ot  the  7ih 
Ky.  Regt.  as  their  choice  as  Lieut.  Col.  &  at  the  time  it  was  done  I  did  not  know  any 
one  of  the  officers  in  the  Regt.  But  reasons  t)f  a  private  nature,  connected  with  the 
weak  state  of  the  command,  induced  me  to  waive  the  offer.  St)  you  see  my  darling 
that  if  I  chose  I  might  have  held  a  much  higher  rank  &  that  without  seeking  it.  When 
I  do  go  in  as  a  private  then  I  should  fight  for  promotion,  and  if  bearing  ou  the  bailie 
field  could  win  it  I  would  have  it  &  that  soon.  I  have  a  great  notion  to  give  up  my 
present  business  and  go  in  as  a  private  &  then  you  will  .see  if  I  remain  in  the  ranks. 
Col.  Jno.  W.  Boone  who  may  be  in  Saint  Louis  since  day  or  other  perhaps  now.  might 
tell  you  how  I  have  behaved  on  the  tleld  &  whether  I  have  done  m\  duty  &.  you  might 
ask  any  of  my  old  regt.  who  led  the  charge  at  Elkhom?  You  speak  of  James  Clarkson 
I  am  sorry  for  him,  he  acted  badly  &  went  home  after  hisCapt.  (Capi.  Barry)  told  him 
if  he  went  he  would  report  him  as  a  deserter.  &  Barry  told  me  that  he  had  .so  reported 
him  on  the  muster  roll,  but  in  Clarkson *s  ca.se  there  were  mitigating  circumstances.  I 
do  not  tell  this  to  injure  him  though  I  have  good  rea.son  to  believe  that  he  is  not  much 
of  a  friend  to  me  &  you  need  not  tell  it  on  him.  I  would  like  so  much  to  come  <^'  see 
you.  Write  what  you  think  of  it,  &  if  you  write  at  once  I  may  get  it  in  time.  Diitxt  to 
me  at  Paducah.  Kv.  undercover  to  Rorence.  I  am  williniz  to  run  almost  anv  risk  if  vou 
think  it  can  be  done.  How  I  love  you.  you  already  know  &  you  also  know  that  you 
are  not  guilty  of  vanity  in  supposing  that  words  of  yours  have  an  influence  over  me 
for  as  God  is  my  judge  I  am  speaking  the  truth  when  I  say  that  words  &  wishes  o\' 

yours  have  more  influence  over  me  than  any  one  else  in  the  world,  and  my  dear  Bettie 
I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  you  care  for  me  &  my  wishes  &  that  you  are  taking  your 
rides  regularly.  If  I  could  only  be  there  to  escort  you  I  am  certain  you  wd.  not  be  such 
a  little  coward,  but  wd.  .soon  acquire  confidence  &  .skill,  but  if  he  is  too  spirited  you 
must  be  watchful  &  have  the  saddle  particularly  attended  to  and  do  not  ride  fast 
down  those  rocky  hills.  It  is  dangerous  indeed.  I  have  been  in  the  saddle  every  day  for 
a  year  &  am  a  first  rate  horseman,  and  do  not  ride  with  all  of  your  beau.x  for  some  of 
them  cd.  be  of  no  more  service  to  you  in  case  of  need  than  a  5  year  old  boy. 

Give  my  love  to  Dave  Clark.son  and  a.sk  him  for  me  if  he  still  loves  the  same  one. 
Give  my  love  to  Mi.ss  Susie,  and  tell  her  that  i  had  hoped  the  di.sagreeable  association 
ot  the  "soapstick"  has  passedout  of  hermindas  it  had  out  of  mine.  1  always  liked  her 
very  much  &  had  a  great  respect  for  her.  1  am  indeed  obliged  for  these  clothes, 
though  I  am  ju.stly  well  .satisfied  that  they  did  not  come  from  the  lady  I  now  claim  as 
my  mother,  though  perhaps  the  day  may  come  where  the  donor  may  bear  that  much 
honored  name  from  me.  if  1  divine  aright  who  she  is.  it  will  be  the  happiest  day  of  my 
life  when  I  shall  have  the  right  to  call  her  such  a  name — mother.  Give  to  her  my 
kindest  regards  &  be.st  love  &  many  thanks.  I  am  glad  that  you  like  my  friend  Lackland. 
He  is  a  pure  minded  man  &  a  gentleman,  though  you  did  not  like  Michel  much.  He  is 
medical  inspector  for  Hardee's  Corps,  a  fine  position  &  he  has  a  fine  name  in  the 
army.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  many  people  here  despair  of  the  Confederacy,  for  the  motto 
should  be  "NIL  DESPERANDUM  EST."  I  have  no  such  doubts  nor  has  the  army 
which  is  in  fine  spirits.  I  am  very  sorry  to  learn  that  Dr.  Harrison  is  a  pri.soner.  This  is 
the  first  I  have  heard  of  it.  He  was  another  pure  man.  guileless  as  a  child.  Now  my 
dariing  I  must  close  this  letter  though  I  have  not  said  half  I  desire,  but  I  will  inform 
you  that  this  is  written  less  than  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  camp  &  I  have  been  here 
almost  as  long  as  is  prudent  to  stay.  Now  Good  Bye  my  own  scout  and  may  Heaven 
bless  you  and  God  make  you  happy.  Give  my  love  to  your  Father  &  all  the  family  & 
retain  a  great  deal  for  yourself. 

Yours  forever,  affectionately    G. 


P.S.  I  had  forgotten  to  ask  the  name  of  the  young  Virginian,  the  Dr.  who  has  exhibited 
such  good  taste,  though  I  am  sorry  for  him,  yet  I  respect  him — What  was  his  name? 
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Camp    Coleman    Near    Trenton    Ky. 
Oct.  6th,  J  862 


My  Darling  Bettie, 


Your  letter  of  Aug.  30th  was  received  and  a  few  days  ago  I  wrote  an  answer  to 
it  from  Hopkinsville.  Ky.  but  in  that  letter  I  did  not  tell  you  all  the  matters  I  discuss 
because  1  had  not  time.  I  now  have  time  to  write  again  &  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. 1  was  mighty  glad  to  hear  from  you.  but  I  must  confess  when  I  saw  the  title 
you  gave  me  I  was  troubled  a  little  for  you  styled  me  ''Friend,''  and  I  told  you  once  I 
was  not  your  friend.  If  I  were  asked  if  my  fathers  wife  were  my  friend  I  should  say  no 
she  is  my  Mother.  1  do  not  mean  to  chide  you  my  sweetest,  you  are  too  dear  to  me  for 
that.  1  am  writing  this  letter  to  you  on  a  goods  box  &  my  seat  is  a  camp  kettle.  I  have 
a  tent  made  of  poles  covered  with  wheat  straw  which  tames  the  rains  very  well  & 
keeps  out  the  cold  winds.  We  have  a  very  active  life  which  is  munificent  of  health,  but 
is  hard  on  horses.  We  are  on  the  scout  but  thirds  of  our  time  &  the  same  covering  that 
1  wrote  you  from  Hopkinsville.  We  had  a  fight  in  which  we  routed  some  cavalry 
killing  a  few.  I  have  more  than  half  of  the  time  no  shelter  &  the  wind  &  rains  blow  & 
fall  upon  me  unbridled.  You  would  hardly  know  me  now:  Imagine  a  man  5  feet  10  Vi 
or  1 1  inches  high,  broad  &  more  muscular  about  the  chest  with  bronzed  complexion 
&  beard  all  over  the  face,  and  my  hands  that  you  used  to  flatter  occasionally  &  as  not 

at  all  judicious  &  very  muscular  from  constant  use  of  the are  as  hard  in  the 

arms  as  steel.  And  again  my  darling  I  am  a  little  changed  by  the  life  I  have  led  in 
camps.  I  am  not  as  good  as  I  used  to  be.  less  iron  hard  &  self  willed  about  some 
things,  but  to  you  I  am  &  always  will  be  the  same — for  as  Sheridan  said  in  Pizzarro, 
all  natures  are  soft  beings  &  he  illustrated  it  by  these  lines.  "On  iron  pinions  bom,  the 
bloodstained  vulture  cleans  the  stork,  yet  is  the  plumage  closest  to  her  heart  soft  as 
the  cygnet's  down  &  o'er  her  unfledged  blood  the  murmuring  ringdove  sets  not  there 
gently."  These  are  no  doubt  so  familiar  to  you  that  it  is  idle  to  write  them.  I  am  in  the 
midst  of  so  much  noise  that  I  can  hardly  write  for  there  is  a  parade  &  the  articles  of 
war  are  to  be  read  to  the  soldiers,  for  discipline  is  rigidly  enforced  &  yesterday  a 
soldier  had  his  head  shorn  &  was  disgracefully  dismissed  out  of  the  service  for  drunk- 
enness &  disobedience  to  his  officers — &  again  the  rights  of  property  are  rigidly 
respected.  And  we  are  very  far  from  being  the  terrible  fellows  you  thought  we  were. 
1  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  the  way  affairs  are  working  in  dear  old  Missouri. 
I  saw  some  men  from  there  several  days  ago  &  they  said  that  it  was  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation on  the  side  of  the  federals  &  that  in  consequence  the  South's  policy  was 
adopted.  (On  the  other  side). 

I  hope  that  the  ravages  of  this  war  may  never  reach  you  or  any  of  yours  and  that 
these  series  of  horrors  may  now  cease.  I  have  longed  to  see  you  of  late  more  than 
ever  &  I  have  almost  concluded  to  run  the  hazard  of  imprisonment  during  the  war  to 
see  you  &  if  I  can  see  you  in  any  way  do  not  fail  to  let  me  know.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
hear  from  home  for  I  have  not  heard  since  I  saw  my  sister  F.  and  as  you  desire  to 
know  how  I  came  to  see  her  I  will  tell  you.  I  came  to  the  point  opposite  Smithland  & 
she  came  across  the  Cumberland  &  saw  me.  The  town  opposite  was  full  of  soldiers 
and  several  of  them  were  on  the  same  side  with  me  but  did  not  know  me.  She  was 
delighted  to  see  me  &  said  she  would  have  been  frightened  for  me  but  she  believed  in 
my  destiny  which  was  not  to  be  taken  or  harmed.  I  wrote  to  you  to  tell  you  if  you 
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Paris,  Tern.  Dec.  28,  1862 

Miss  Sue  Bettie  Woods 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  from  Dresden  yesterday,  and  will  write  again  to-day. 
I  have  come  to  this  place  on  business.  Our  command  is  yet  at  Dresden,  but  Gen. 
Forest  will  doubtless  leave  there  to-day.  It  is  Sunday  and  the  first  one  for  many  long 
weeks  that  I  have  passed  out  of  camp.  There  the  days  of  the  week  are  nearly  always 
the  same  to  us  for  we  have  no  chaplain  or  religious  services  to  mark  the  day  a  fact 
which  is  not  very  much  to  be  admired  for  in  the  affairs  of  our  young  Confederacy 
God  has  taken  a  large  part  &  we  should  acknowledge  his  intervention.  It  has  been  a 
long  time  since  I  heard  from  home,  but  the  last  time  I  had  a  letter  it  informed  me  that 
you  had  written  to  me  and  that  the  letter  had  been  sent  to  me,  as  yet  it  has  not  reached 
me  for  my  habits  have  been  very  migratory  not  remaining  long  at  any  one  place.  This 
wandering  life  has  improved  my  geography  very  much  for  I  have  seen  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  but  that  part  which  my  heart  yearns  to  see;  The  City  of 
St.  Louis.  Oh  how  long  will  it  be  before  we  will  meet  again.  But  my  darling  you  must 
not  despair  of  our  happiness  for  we  will  be  happy  as  soon  as  faith  &  constancy  meet 
their  just  reward  on  earth.  Our  love  my  dearest  Bettie  has  been  tried  and  purified,  and 
when  we  meet  again  we  will  then  know  how  dear  the  one  is  to  the  other.  I  believe 
now  &  ever  shall  believe  that  men  love  only  once,  and  that  truth  has  been  demon- 
strated by  our  experience.  I  love  you  better  than  any  other  being  on  earth,  and  it  does 
seem  so  hard  to  be  separated  for  such  a  long  time  from  home  &  friends  &  from  her  1 
love  best  But  I  am  consoled  in  all  this  by  the  firm  belief  that  let  the  arrows  of  fortune 
wound  as  they  will,  there  is  always  one  sweet  ministering  angel  who  will  apply  the 
value  of  affection.  1  never  doubted  that  you  loved  me  even  when  clouds  overcast  my 
happiness,  for  I  did  believe  that  the  profound  love  of  mine  must  demand  &  desire  & 
compel  a  return.  I  never  loved  you  as  much  as  now  &  to  lose  your  heart  now  would 
loosen  the  wild  springs  in  a  nature  which  requires  the  balancing  influences  of  love 
such  as  yours.  I  must  bring  this  letter  to  a  close  for  I  am  in  some  danger  in  this  place 
as  it  is  twenty  three  miles  to  our  lines  and  the  Yankees  scout  in  this  country  very  often 
&  I  am  afraid  to  stay  too  long  behind. 

Now  my  darling  one,  you  must  do  all  you  can  for  our  wounded  and  prisoners 
who  come  to  St.  Louis  and  remember  that  in  each  case  you  are  pouring  happiness 
into  the  heart  of  one  of  my  comrades.  Stand  up  for  the  truth  of  your  principles  when 
they  are  assailed  and  think  that  it  is  your  duty  to  defend  with  sweet  argument  the 

same  cause  I  have  drawn  the  sword  to  defend.  Now  farewell  my  dearest,  Bettie. 
Remember  me  in  your  prayers  and  be  careful  of  your  health:  go  to  bed  regularly  and 
do  not  impair  your  health  by  going  to  parties  too  often.  Continue  your  horseback 
rides  for  the  exercise  is  the  best.  Give  my  love  to  your  Mother  &  Father  &  the 
children  and  all  the  rest  for  yourself. 


Yours  forever, 
GC 
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Camp  near  Baldwin  Tishomingo  Co.  Miss. 


Miss  Sue  Beuie  Woods 

My  Darling  (Sainl  Louis.  Mo.) 


Genl.  Price  has  ju.st  finished  writing  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  parts  unknown  &  I 
have  this  pen  &  paper  to  write  a  note  to  you,  though  I  cannot  promise  it  will  be  either 
long  or  interesting,  as  it  is  late  at  night  and  ver>'  warm.  1  cannot  impart  as  much 
intelligence  to  you  as  1  would  like,  though  the  rumors  which  have  just  reached  us 
make  our  prospects  look  bright  indeed,  for  we  have  heard  that  "Picayune  Butler"  has 
been  killed  by  .some  patriot  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  a  fit  fate  for  the  traducer  of  our 
Southern  women,  and  we  have  akso  heard,  though  I  do  not  believe  it.  that  Andy 
Johnson  has  been  killed  by  ex  Govr.  Neil  S.  Brown  of  Tennes.see  again  that  John.son 
has  defeated  McClellan  &.  also  the  progress  of  Old  "Stonewall."  All  these  things  go 
to  make  me  feel  more  hopeful.  We  have  fallen  back  from  Corinth,  but  in  doing  .so  we 
gaineda  victory  in  generalshipoverHalleck. They  must  have  been  very  muchastonished 
at  some  of  the  ru.ses  de  guerre  which  were  practiced  on  those  at  Corinth  upon  the 
cvacuatioa  I  came  out  here  to  headquarters  to-day,  in  hopesofgettinga  letter  from  you 
asl  heard  that  a  numberofletterswere  sent  to  Memphisby  some  of  ourofficers  who  were 
held  as  pri.soners  in  St.  Louis  &  were  exchanged  and  I  was  told  that  some  articles  of 
clothing  were  sent  to  me  which  are  at  Okolona  as  yet  and  I  thought  it  but  natural  that 
any  one  who  thought  of  me&  my  personal  necessities,  wd.  akso  rememberto  drop  a  line 
to  satisfy  the  longings  of  a  .soul  thirsty  for  the  communications  of  friends  &  one 
dearer  than  all  friend.s — Although  my  dear  Bettie  I  have  not  heard  one  word  from 
you  since  Feb'y  8th  yet  I  know  and  feel  that  all  is  well  with  me  and  am  as  confident  of 
my  being  beloved  by  you  as  I  know  that  you  are  ever  the  same  in  my  heart — its 
idol — I  hope  &  believe  it  will  not  be  long — no  not  many  weeks — before  we  will  be  in 
Missouriagain.underone  gallant  old  general,  and  when  we  return  to  Missouri  we  will 
goasconquerorstoclaimthe.spolis.andofall  that  in  that  dearoldsiate.  I  claim  only  the 
hand  &  heartof  one  sweet  little  angel  who  once  whispered  to  a  breaking  heart  I  love  you 
&  will  never  marry  any  other  man.  Oh  how  often  do  1  think  over  that  well  remem- 
bered night  in  July,  when  I  had  almost  given  up  all  hope  &  dark  despair  had  begun  to 
hang  its  pall  of  gloom  over  my  young  life  to  darken  all  the  patter  of  my  future  life,  and 
when  you  told  me  those  words  of  life  &  encouragement  &  I  heard  the  sweet  assurance 
dropped  from  your  sweet  lips  that  I  was  beloved  I  felt  like  the  redeemed  sinner  or  the 
long  imprisoned  bird  set  free.  But  I  know  you  know  how  much  I  love  you  &  prize 

your  love  and  only  hope  &  pray  that  you  may  remain  as  constant  to  me  as  I  do  to  you. 
My  candle  is  now  nearly  gone  &  I  must  close,  write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can  for  I 
have  written  to  you  very  often  &  believe  me  whatever  may  happen  yours  forever 
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Camp  at  Antioch,  Montgomery  Co,  Tenn. 
Jan'y29,1863 

Miss  Sue  Bettie  Woods 

My  Dearest  Bettie, 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  a  letter  to  you  today  which  was  written  at 
Wiiiiamsport.  But  for  fear  it  may  not  reach  you,  I  take  an  opportunity  offered  to  send 
another  line  to  you  my  dear.  I  have  been  in  a  very  hard  and  disagreeable  service  for 
the  last  week  or  more  on  the  Cumberland,  blockading  the  river  &  firing  into  gun 
boats  &  transports.  The  weather  has  been  very  hard  upon  us  rain  &  snow  &  cold  & 
no  camp  equipage,  i.e.  without  tools  or  cooking  utensils,  living  upon  the  country.  I 
have  not  yet  despaired  of  hearing  from  you  though  it  has  been  a  very  long  time  since 
I  have  had  a  letter.  Oh  so  long!  I  wonder  if  you  are  as  much  changed  as  I  am?  I  look 
much  hardier  &  more  weather  beaten  &  graver  &  older  than  when  we  parted.  I  have 
endured  much  since  I  saw  you  last  and  the  hope  of  an  honorable  peace  within  a 
definite  period  has  turned  to  despair.  In  the  cavalry  we  are  always  actively  engaged  in 
some  kind  of  an  enterprise  burning  trains  containing  army  supplies,  capturing  boats 
tearing  up  rail  roads,  fighting  Yankees  on  land  &  gunboats  on  water.  The  sound  of 
the  Yankee  shells  have  become  almost  as  familiar  to  my  ears  as  the  shrill  cry  of  the 
katydid  was  when  a  boy  at  home.  I  will  never  cease  to  cherish  the  hope  that  we  will 
meet  before  long  though  the  how  I  have  not  yet  figured  up.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the 
ball  is  rolling  in  Mo.  again  and  hope  that  she  may  be  enfranchi.sed  soon.  My  dearest 
Bettie  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  I  can  come  forward  and  claim  you  as  my  bride 
as  the  Mecca  of  my  pilgrimage  on  earth.  If  we  do  not  marry  I  know  that  I  shall  never 
get  my  own  consent  to  marry  anyone  else.  Do  you  remember  what  you  told  me  on 
the  step  of  your  house  not  long  after  I  was  released  from  the  arsenal  when  you  told 
me  I  would  never  love  you  as  another  mans  wife  that  if  you  did  not  marry  me  you 
would  never  marry  any  one  else.  You  do  not  know  the  happy  gleam  it  threw  into  my 
then  desponding  heart.  This  expression  is  only  one  of  many  others  that  are  written  on 
the  tablet  of  memory.  You  must  continue  to  write  to  me  under  cover  to  Paducah  and 
they  stand  the  best  chance  of  reaching  me.  I  have  to  bring  this  to  a  close  for  a  friend 
is  waiting  for  me  to  finish  so  that  he  can  write  home  too.  I  must  apologize  for  my 
paper  for  in  Dixie's  land  paper  is  very  hard  to  get.  Good  Bye  my  dearest  one  you  are 
indeed  the  light  of  my  eyes  &  the  pride  of  my  heart.  Give  my  love  to  all. 


Yours  most  devotedly. 
GC 
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Courtland,  Ala.  Oct.  18th.  1863 


Miss  Sue  Bettie  Woods 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


I  have  written  so  often  &  as  yet  have  had  no  indication  that  my  letters  reached 
their  destination,  that  it  seems  almost  useless  to  write  again  but  I  have  written  & 
intend  to  write  as  often  as  a  chance  presents  itself.  I  have  great  hopes  that  this  will 
reach  you  &  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  answer  it  also.  It  seems  an  age  since  I  saw 
you  and  that  I  have  not  seen  you  since  is  by  no  means  my  fault,  for  I  have  applied  for 
leave  of  absence  several  times  &  from  the  exigencies  of  the  service  my  application 
was  refused.  I  have  got  another  one  up  through  all  the  generals  up  to  Bragg  &  have 
that  yet  to  hear  from.  It  is  the  dictator  of  honor  &  duty  which  prevent  me  from  going 
to  see  you  anyhow. 

I  think  more  often  with  sad  delight  of  you  &  past  happiness  than  ever  and  it  is 
the  ultimate  aim  of  my  hopes  to  meet  you  again  &  that  not  far  off  in  the  scale  of  time. 
If  ever  a  human  heart  was  true  in  its  allegiance,  mine  is.  &  ever  has  been  to  you.  my 
own  darling  Bettie.  I  suppose  you  may  have  been  uneasy  about  my  safety  not  know- 
ing if  I  was  engaged  in  the  fights  preceding  and  subsequent  to  the  Battle  of 
Chickamauga  which  was  fought  on  the  19, 20th  &  21st  of  last  month.  I  was  in  it  all. 
For  five  days  prior  to  the  battle  Forests  Cav.  to  which  I  belong  was  fighting  almost 
constantly,  and  during  that  bloody  battle  we  shared  our  part  of  it.  The  enemy  were 
disastrously  defeated  and  their  loss  was  very  heavy,  losing  about  12,0(K)  prisoners 
beside  great  numbers  killed.  Our  lo.ss  was  heavy  in  killed  &  wounded,  especially  in 
officers. 

In  these  different  fights  1  never  had  any  apprehension,  though  death  blew  his 
breath  in  my  face  as  he  passed  on.  In  the  last  fight  we  were  in  which  was  about  10 
days  ago.  I  lost  one  third  of  my  men  in  killed  &  wounded.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of 
your  friends  or  acquaintances  were  hurt  in  the  battle.  I  have  no  news  to  tell  about 
except  that  our  troops  are  in  fine  spirits  &  equal  to  all  emergencies.  We  are  &  have 
been  bivouacking  for  over  a  month,  no  huts  or  shelters  of  any  kind  &  no  wagons  so 
you  see  we  must  be  leading  a  hard  sort  of  a  life.  The  hardships  of  the  war  have  come 
upon  us  so  gradually  that  I  have  not  felt  their  weight  so  sensibly.  This  war  makes 
men  grow  old  very  fast  &  though  I  do  not  notice  it  on  myself  but  when  I  see  my 
friends  after  an  absence  of  some  time  they  look  so  much  older,  the  wrinkles  begin  to 
gather  around  the  eyes  and  a  gray  hair  now  &  then  shines  among  the  black  locks  of 
youth.  If  I  do  not  get  a  leave  of  absence  I  will  either  be  taken  captive  or  killed  before 
many  months  more  for  life  with  such  a  protracted  absence  from  you  is  unendurable 
and  relief  can  only  be  had  by  daring  all  dangers. 

I  have  no  news  at  all  to  impart  and  will  close  this  letter  my  dariing  with  an 
assurance  of  my  everlasting  love  &  devotion.  I  know  but  one  love  &  will  never  know 
another.  Good  Bye.  If  this  letter  reaches  you  it  will  tell  you  on  an  accompanying  note 
with  how  to  write  to  me. 


Believe  me.  As  ever  your  own  most  affectionately, 

GC 


n\ 


C^J 


Near  Chanahoochie  River 
8  Miles  from  Atlanta 
July  6th.  1864 


My  Darling  Betiie, 


I  have  time  to  drop  you  just  a  line.  &  not  to  write  a  letter.  I  have  had  no  Ume  for 
several  days  past  to  do  anything  but  fight  &  prepare  for  it.  hardly  to  wash  my  face  & 
hands  but  to  day  is  a  rather  quiet  day  &  1  venture  to  commence  a  letter  I  wrote 
several  etters  &  sent  them  thro"  a  week  or  two  ago  &  hope  that  they  may  be  re- 
ceived. I  am  enjoying  very  good  health  &  indeed  1  believe  that  the  warm  weather  of 
his  climate  agrees  better  with  me  than  does  the  warn,  weather  of  the  laUtude  of  Saint 
Louis.  I  have  become  acclimated  to  all  climates  &  1  am  afraid  that  when  I  see  you 
again  you  will  turn  this  tough  bronzed  faced  soldier  away  on  account  of  his  ugliness 
When  I  .saw  Miss  Susie  1  had  been  sick  &  was  bleached,  but  the  ruddy  glow  of  health 
has  come  back  over  me  &  although  I  am  frequently  attacked  with  unhappy  yearnings 
&  anxious  attitudes  on  account  of  you.  Yet  such  is  the  happy  influence  of  our  elastic 
constituttonm  the  pride  of  health,  that  my  heart  will  not  .stay  .sad  and  I  have  too  much 
confidence  in  the  mercy  &  goodness  of  God  to  believe  that  he  will  take  you  away 
froin  me  or  make  you  endure  a  long  languishing  illness.  I  have  not  heard  from  you 
i.e.  have  had  no  letter  since  Feb'y  22  but  I  will  not  despair  &  hope  to  see  vou  in  the 
sunny  South  soon  &  I  can  promise  you  that  if  you  come  I  can  get  a  f  urioug'h  to  go  & 
see  you.  I  was  talking  to  Genl.  Wheeler  about  it  a  day  or  two  ago  &  he  said  I  could 

I  am  fortunate  in  having  a  great  many  kind  &  influenUal  friends  in  the  army  And 
If  I  chose  could  get  promotion  at  any  time  &  I  am  candid  when  I  tell  you  that  you  are 
&  have  been  the  reason  why  I  did  not  desire  it,  I  know  if  I  held  an  office  higher  than 
I  do  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  leave  the  army  as  readily  as  I  can  now  &  I  have  all 
aJong  chenshed  the  hope  of  seeing  you  &  paying  you  a  visit.  As  Capt.  I  can  pet  a 
short  eave  almost  at  any  time,  but  if  I  held  a  high  position  1  could  not  be  spared  so 
well.  I  must  make  up  my  mind  that  I  will  either  quit  the  service  or  make  it  a  vocation 
if  this  war  promises  to  last  much  longer  &  in  the  latter  case  I  will  pursue  it  with  as 
much  ambition,  zeal  &  energy  as  I  would  any  other  business  of  life.  But  I  do  hope  the 
war  will  not  last  long.  ^ 

j^  .K  '/I^r.  "n  "r'  ^"^  '""P^"^  '""'P^  ^^^  ^^y^  "^y"^^'  ^^y^  ^f » ^t  Mo.  was  wounded 
&  the  Col.  killed  a  short  time  since.  Sally  Polks  husband  has  been  seriously  wounded 
&  IS  at  hospital  near  Griffin,  Geo.  Johnny  Kay  is  adjt.  of  49th  Tenn.  &  is  very  well  & 
IS  a  large  handsome  young  man.  But  scarcely  any  of  my  old  friends  recognize  me. 
They  say  I  have  changed  so  much  &  I  believe  that  if  I  was  to  drop  into  your  presence 
dressed  a  la  "raid"  i.e.  like  a  cavalry  man  on  a  hard  raid  you  would  not  know  me 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  saw  Col.  Clark.  Mr.  Churchills  Bro.  in  Law  and  your 

^"'"1^:''^^'*^'"''  ""^•^^  "^  "^^  ^""'  ^^"  ^  ^"  ^'^  ^'^iJJery  uniform  looked  very 
red.  Wilhe  Clark  his  son  is,  I  believe,  a  Capt.  &  stationed  at  some  factories  in  com- 
mand of  the  guard  at  these  places.  1  have  no  more  news.  I  have  not  heard  from  Mr 
Kirkman  lately  &  intend  writing  soon  to  find  out  the  news. 

If  this  reaches  you  &  finds  you  as  I  have  prayed  it  may,  well-write  immediately 
to  me  &  send  the  letter  under  cover  to  Paducah  &  I  will  most  probably  get  it  You  do 

hir  ^""^  ^  ^°"^  ^"^  ''^  ^''"' '  """^  '"''"''"^  '"^  "^^  ^""^  ^^'"  '^''  campaign  at  all 
I  must  cease  this  brief  and  hurried  note  &  let  it  make  up  in  affection  what  it  lacks 
m  epistolary  elegance.  Give  my  love  to  all  of  your  Fathers  family  &  write  to  me. 

Yours  forever 
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Near  Atlanta 
July  26th.  1H64 


My  Darling  Bettie, 


I  am  going  to  write  you  a  brief  letter  this  time  tor  I  did  not  know  till  now  that  I 
could  send  a  letter  thro'.  I  have  had  unequalled  health  till  yesterday  when  I  had  a 
slight  fever,  occasioned  by  having  taken  cold  from  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather. 
On  the  last  night  the  thermometer  was  nearly  low  enough  for  frost  &  you  have  no 
idea  of  the  disagreeable  nature  of  such  changes.  1  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  since  by 
flag  of  truce  &  told  you  about  all  of  the  news.  Bye  the  bye.  have  you  ever  written  to 
me  by  Flag  of  Truce?  I  have  sent  .several  letters  to  you  &  had  none  in  reply.  1  have 
letters  from  home  now  &  then  &  if  they  will  not  allow  your  letters  to  go  from  St. 
Louis  .send  them  to  Paducah  &  they  will  come  thro'  from  there. 

I  was  very  much  rejoiced  to  hear  thro'  Florence  that  you  were  well,  for  I  was  .so 
uneasy  about  you.  I  am  almo.st  broken  down,  for  I  have  been  on  duty  &  in  active 
service  nearly  all  the  time  for  75  days,  constantly  under  fire,  .sometimes  the  steady 
pop  pop  of  the  skirmish  lines  &  then  the  heavier  &  duller  boom  of  artillery  with  the 
.shrill  hurtling  of  shells  as  an  accompanying  terror.  But  so  far  have  not  had  "a  hair 
turned."  We  have  had  a  great  many  gallant  young  men  sent  to  the  "Elysian  Field" 
since  this  fight  commenced.  1  believe  that  the  morale  of  our  army  was  such  that  we 
could  have  beaten  the  enemy  at  Resaca  or  Dalton  or  at  any  place  between  there  & 
here,  but  it  was  Genl.  Johnston's  place  to  cripple  them  by  a  Fabian  retreat  &  if  their 
papers  speak  correctly,  their  loss  must  have  been  very  great  indeed.  Genl.  Hood  a 
Kentuckian  bom  &  bred  is  now  commander  in  chief  of  this  army  &  he  is  as  dauntless 
&  skillful  as  any  one  in  our  army  excepting  always  Robert  le  grand  Lee.  The  army 
was  loth  to  part  with  Genl.  Johnston  as  we  are  always  to  part  with  friends  we  love, 
but  I  believe  that  Genl.  Hood  will  inspire  more  enthusiastic  ardor  among  the  troops 
than  Genl.  Johnston.  At  all  ends,  be  whatever  may  come  &  you  will  see  the  South  still 
as  resolute  &  determined  as  now  &  in  my  opinion  more  so  as  this  contest  is  pro- 
longed. This  war  is  working  much  sadder  ravages  than  the  same  time  would  in  peace 
times,  in  the  appearance  of  the  soldiers,  for  the  hardship  &  exposure  to  winds,  rain, 
cold  &  heat  have  turned  many  black  hairs  prematurely  grey  &  made  many  smooth 
faces  hard  &  indurated.  I  believe  that  I  wear  as  well  as  any  &  I  am  very  much  weather 
beaten.  It  is  also  making  even  the  female  children,  old  women  for  it  is  no  uncommon 
sight  to  see  a  girl  of  1 2  in  the  hospitals  of  the  mortally  wounded  sweetening  with  her 
attentions  the  fleeting  last  moments  of  some  dying  soldier's  life  and  then  closing  his 
eyes  as  placidly  as  an  experienced  death  bed  nurse.  The  women  here  deserve  the 

manly  defence  which  is  made  for  them,  for  they  nurse  the  wounded  soldiers  like 
mothers  &  sisters.  One  brigade  has  made  a  great  name  for  itself  on  this  retreat  both 
under  Col.  Grigsley  &  Genl.  Williams  ("Cerro  Goods")  who  now  commands  us.  but 
this  fame  has  been  dearly  bought.  Many  very  many  of  our  deare.st  friends  &  bravest 
have  bit  the  dust.  I  think  that  this  campaign  will  prove  a  decisive  one  if  we  can 
weather  the  storm,  but  if  Atlanta  &  Richmond  are  abandoned  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  will  last  four  years  longer,  then,  another  term  of  war.  I  have  no  more 
paper  to  write  upon  as  we  are  bivouaced  all  our  baggage  with  the  trains  in  the  rear.  I 
wish  to  see  you  more  than  anything  else  &  if  you  can  you  must  come  out  with  Miss 
Susie.  I  have  so  many  things  to  say  to  you  which  I  cannot  put  in  a  letter  &  then  I 
believe  that  the  sight  of  my  eyes  would  last  an  age  longer  if  I  could  only  get  to  .see 
you.  I  love  you  and  only  you  &  have  never  had  any  temptation  to  love  another.  I  have 
seen  no  one  so  handsome  &  none  so  entirely  good  &  just  to  my  taste  &  if  I  live  a 
hundred  years  never  expect  to  see  another  like  you.  But  you  know  all  this  &  hence  1 
stop,  my  kindest  regards  to  your  Father  &  Mother  &  the  children.  If  you  write  an 
answer  to  this  immediately  &  .send  it  to  Florence  I  will  get  it. 


Good  Bye  Yours  Forever 
Mo.st  Affectionately 
GC 
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My  DearcM  Be.tie,  ^""'""-  ^"""''"  ^"'-  '"'•  "''" 

I  cmmencc  n„w  ,„  write  and  I  intend  t.,  write  v.,u  a  lono  letter  which  1  htve 
ovety  reas.,,,  to  believe  will  ,o  thr.,'  safely,  as  the  voun,  ladv  wh.,  is  s.  kind  at. 
carry  „  says  she  will  be  sure  ,.,  take  it  t.,  you.  I  suppose  ;.,u  will  be  surpris  d  to 
ha,  I  an,  at  Au.usta.  Well  the  way  .  happened  to  be  here  was  thus,  our  b   g  d     a 

t.enl.  St.  tieman  &  others.  About  a  week  ago  we  overhauled  Genl.  Stoneman  &  his 
comtjtand.  wh.pped  them  .severely  and  forced  Stoneman  &  about  half  Jh    com 
mand  to  surrender.  The  other  half  made  their  e.scape  frotn  us  then  but  the  next  ml- 
-ng  we  were  hot  on  their  track  and  after  riding  after  them  three  days  1  ,',>hTs  we 

chard'ther-  ""'  "'"",:  "^  .'"""""  "^"  "•"■^'""""''  -"^  advance  of ,,'      ad 
harged  them  m  camp  about  daylight  completely  routing  them  &  capturing  about 

three  hundred  men  &  s,x  hundred  horses  &  equipment,  killing  about  forty  wfth  verv 
.sma  I  lo.,s  ,0  ourselves.  After  this  our  brigade  moved  to  Athens  Geo.    "resT&    ho 

^  a  r^SlT"  ^"^='^-  '■^y' '--  *  --  -"  Augusta.  whereTlnd ^ 
tas  veTv  klid  V  nt  acquatntances.  and  among  the  others  Miss  Cornelia  Polk,  who 
has  very  kmdiy  offered  to  catry  a  letter  thro'  to  you.  My  health  is  excellent  thoush  I 
am  *,nner  than  usual,  bu,  one  cannot  wonder  a.  this  seeing  that  the  weathe  iso  h„ 
&  the  exera.se  extreme.  I  have  had  a  photograph  struck  off  which  will  give  vou  a 
pretty  good  tdea  of  what  I  look  like  when  off  of  duty.  I  was  slightly  wounded  a 
fortntgh,  stnce  by  a  shell,  but  my  usual  good  fortune  attended  me  &!s  Kt^ ,  ..e 
senous  mconven^nce  from  it.  I  am  delighted  with  this  par,  of  Georgia,  and  am  v  ry 
glad  thatl  came  down  here,  for  I  had  no  idea  of  what  nice  people  there  we,^  her  I 
am  sattsfied  now  that  the  Souther,  women  of  themselves  are  wonhy  of  all  the  sacn 

I  told  M.S.S  Po  k.  I  have  never  seen  any  Southern  that  can  compare  to  the  beautiful 
flower  of  Ute  West.  Bettie  you  do  not  know  nor  would  you  believe  if  I  told  you  how 
e  ttrely  true  to  you  I  am.  I  go  thro'  all  sons  of  assemblages  &  have  had  .some  com 
phments  made  ,o  me  but  I  speak  only  the  truth  when  I  say  that  I  never  think  of  anv  of 
them.  Mtss  Polk  told  me  that  she  began  to  be  afraid  for  me  once  when  yo  had  a 
wounded  s,ck  so  lier  at  your  house  by  the  name  of  Southall  from  Nashv  M    bu, 

tL  r  af«  ride ""' '"'"? '!:'  ''=""'•'  ^'^  ""^'^'^  ''^"  ^^-^  ?^="^f"i  •<- "'  f- 

their  safety  &  made  us  a  very  handsome  bouquet,  a  dinner  sufficient  to  feed  the 
whole  bngade.  A  presentation  speech  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  ladies  to  the  brigade 
&  I  was  selected  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  brigade  to  the  ladies,  i.e.  to  make  the 
reception  speech  &  you  would  have  been  a  little  jealous  to  have  seen  me  a  few 
minutes  after,  the  centre  of  a  circle  of  the  handsomest  girls  in  the  city  who  presented 
me  w,th  flowers  &c.  &  requested  me  to  drink  a  health  in  their  wines,  all  of  which  I 
got  through  little  to  my  satisfaction.  I  was  repeatedly  asked  if  I  was  married  &  of 
course  told  them  I  was  no,  &  this  you  know  being  leap  year  I  expected  a  proposition 
but  much  to  my  sad  disappointment  none  came. 


Our  prospects  look  brighter  to  me  now  than  tor  a  K)ng  time  past  &  the  cam- 
paign around  Richmond  seems  to  be  a  grand  failure  at  least  it  is  so  regarded  by  us. 
The  enemy  may  take  Mobile  but  let  it  go  we  can  do  without  it.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  will  take  Atlanta,  for  Hood  is  bold,  audacious,  prompt  &  steady  &  has 
inspred  some  of  the  same  indomitable  spirit  into  even  the  vei"y  cowards  of  the  land. 
We  needed  a  young  man  here  at  this  time  one  whose  age  did  not  make  him  loo 
cautious. 

George  Allen  is  here  &  is  doing  a  fine  business.  He  is  1  am  afraid  a  cripple  for 
life,  but  a  finer  fellow  never  lived.  Mrs.  Welch  is  still  at  LaGrange.  and  I  am  very 
sorry  that  I  cannot  tell  you  something  of  your  Uncle  Sam  &  Aunt  Lizzie.  I  have  not 
heard  a  word  from  them. 

I  have  been  enjoying  my.self  a  good  deal  for  the  last  two  weeks  though  the 
service  has  been  very  hard.  We  have  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land  &  this  is  as  great  a 
land  for  vegetables  as  it  used  to  be  for  cotton  and  melons  of  all  kinds  are  very  abun- 
dant &  ripe  peaches  &  apples  &  grapes  make  up  the  Bill  of  Fare  which  nature  pre 
.sents  to  the  wearied  soldier  for  his  refre.shment.  The  crops  in  this  country  are  spendid. 
We  have  never  had  a  more  farmable  .sea.son.  unle.ss  the  mere  weight  of  numbers  can 
crush  our  armies.  The  Noilh  cannot  succeed  in  subduing  the  South,  for  it  is  amus- 
ingly ridiculous  to  hear  them  talk  of  starving  us  out. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  persecution  &  tyranny  have  become  the  v)rdcr  of  the  day 
in  Mo  &  Ky.  I  see  that  the  Lincolnites  have  discovered  a  "treason  nest"  in  Mo.  o\  a 
Northwestern  Confederacy  &  in  Ky.  the  authorities  are  doing  a  great  deal  o\  mischief 
to  innocent  &  inoffensive  citizens.  While  I  think  of  it,  let  me  tell  you  if  you  want  to 
write  to  me  by  Rag  of  Truce  to  endorse  your  letter  to  me  to  Florence  &  she  will  mail 
it  from  P.  for  I  have  been  informed  that  they  tamper  with  them  in  the  office  at  St. 
Louis.  I  have  written  to  you  by  Flag  of  Truce  repeatedly  &  have  never  heard  whether 
any  of  my  letters  came  to  your  hand.  It  is  dinner  lime  here  &  I  will  close,  though 
finish  after  dinner. 

After  Dinner 

If  you  had  have  seen  the  talk  of  the  Southern  Slates  Hotel  today  you  would 
have  smiled  at  the  gaunt  caricature  of  famine  conjured  up  by  the  Yankee  pre.ss.  I  am 
very  much  afraid  the  war  will  last  four  years  longer  and  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
will  alone  determine  the  question.  If  he  is  elected  he  will  of  course  carry  out  his  plans 
through  his  term  &  that  plan  is  ruin  or  subjection  of  the  South.  If  he  is  defeated  then 
we  may  looked  for  the  white  winged  dove  of  peace  some  time  in  the  spring  or  sum- 
mer of  65.  If  Lincoln  is  elected  I  must  make  some  arrangements  &  then  I  must  see 
you  as  soon  as  I  can  &  we  ought  to  get  married,  don't  you  think  so  too?  If  I  could 
have  seen  you  when  1  tried  .so  hard,  I  intended  to  try  &  persuade  you  to  consummate 
our  engagement  at  an  early  day.  1  do  hope  you  will  come  out  with  Miss  Susie.  I  want 
to  .see  you  oh  so  much  more  than  I  can  tell.  If  you  were  lo  die  (to  prove  false  would 
be  impossible)  I  would  have  no  aim  in  life  and  I  do  not  know  what  would  become  of 
me.  I  believe  God  would  snatch  you  from  me  as  an  idol  is  taken  away  but  that  you  are 
destined  to  be  the  lamp  lo  my  feel  &  the  light  to  lead  me  to  Him.  Every  letter  I  gel 
from  you  makes  me  so  much  belter  &  indeed  I  tell  the  truth  when  I  .say  that  your 
counsels  &  advice  have  more  weight  with  me  than  all  of  the  rest  of  man  or  woman- 
kind. I  have  written  a  long,  dull  letierbecau.se  I  had  nothing  but  my.self  to  write  of  & 
that  is  a  dull  .subject.  Write  to  me  my  precious  one  &  come  out  if  you  can. 

Yours  affectionately  forever. 
GC 
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Greenshorough.  Feb'y  9th,  1865 


My  Darling  Bellies, 


Afier  a  slow,  bui  safe  &  not  very  disagreeable  siage  of  25  miles  we  arrived  ai 
Havanna  where  we  were  to  meet  the  stage  up  from  Greensboro,  but  it  failed  to  come 
and  we  remained  at  Mr.  Sheldon's  the  Post  master.  I  introduced  my  Aunt  Miss  Woods 
&  they  treated  us  very  well  &  made  us  very  comfortable.  So  after  a  pleasant  nights 
rest  we  started  this  morning  after  breakfast  to  this  place  where  we  arrived  about 
dinnertime. 

Susie  is  fortifying  for  the  nights  ride  (for  we  ride  from  here  tonight  to  Marion) 
by  taking  a  nap  while  I  write  to  you.  We  have  had  quite  an  agreeable  journey  thus  far 
taking  all  things  into  consideration.  1  thought  of  you  oh  so  many  times  and  dreamed 
of  you  last  night.  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  endure  to  be  separated  from  you.  The 
dispatch  from  Richmond  relative  to  the  Peace  Commission  puts  an  end  to  all  specu- 
lations concerning  peace,  by  reconstruction,  and  peace  by  any  other  means  is  in  the 
remote  future.  I  have  been  thinking  of  all  things  that  have  happened  and  the  more  I 
think  of  our  affairs,  i.e.  our  marriage  &c.  the  more  reason  I  have  to  rejoice  that  we 
are  married  now.  Bettie  you  must  write  to  me  very  often,  and  tell  me  your  whole 
thoughts  &  feelings.  If  I  could  see  you  now — this  afternoon  I  would  answer  any 
questions  you  might  ask  of  me  for  my  love  could  not  refuse  you  anything. 

I  told  Susie  about  your  trip  out  on  the  porch  in  your  bare  feet  to  listen  to  the 
serenades  and  she  was  completely  horrified.  She  said  that  she  saw  you  go  out  & 
asked  you  if  you  were  warmly  wrapped  up  &  you  did  not  reply. 

But  you  must  be  very  particular  about  your  health  and  remember  always  that 
you  do  not  belong  solely  to  your  self  but  that  you  have  a  partner  who  will  be  always 
a  deeply  interested  party  in  whatever  pertains  to  your  health  and  happiness.  But  I 
must  not  go  on  to  lecture  on  your  health  any  more  for  fear  you  will  mentally  say — 
"Do  hush  old  crabtree."  It  promises  to  be  right  cool  tonight,  and  it  is  eighteen  miles 
of  the  very  worst  part  of  the  road  so  you  must  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  we  fail  to 
reach  Marion  in  time  to  make  the  connection,  and  then  we  enjoy  the  sumptuous 
luxuries  of  one  of  the  most  elegant  hotels  in  Dixie. 

It  is  getting  so  dark  I  can  scarce  see  how  to  write  so  I  will  have  to  stop  and  say 
give  my  love  to  all  &  keep  it  always  in  your  own  memory  that  I  love  you  best  of  all  on 
this  earth. 

Good  Bye.  Take  care  of  yourself  &  pray  for  me 


Your  devoted  Husband 
Given 


Mrs.  Given  Campbell 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
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On     board     Str.     King     20 
below  Montgomery:  Feb.  11,  65 


miles 


My  Dear  Bettie, 


I  didn't  promise  to  write  to  you  in  transitu,  but  at  every  stopping  place,  but  I 
wish  to  see  you  so  much  that  I  will  see  if  it  will  not  be  a  relief  to  write  to  you.  We  had 
a  very  pleasant  trip  from  Greensboro  to  Selma  and  remained  there  four  or  five  hours, 
during  which  time  I  went  with  Sue  to  see  Mr.  Cross,  who  was  very  polite  &  showed 
us  thro'  the  arsenal  and  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  see  that  everyday  the  CS  are 
progressing  in  manufactures  &  improving  on  all  its  past  exploits.  You  would  be  sur- 
prised to  see  how  much  &  how  well  we  do  in  Dixie  in  our  machine  shops — but  still  it 
is  mortifying  to  see  that  neariy  all  of  the  most  skillful  mechanics  are  Yankees.  I  hope  to 
live  to  see  the  day  when  we  will  be  independent  of  Yankee  skill  &  industry  as  well  as 
Yankee  rule.  We  had  quite  a  race  to  the  boat  which  started  sooner  from  the  wharf  than 
I  expected,  but  you  know  your  Aunt  Sue  is  right  quick  &  we  made  the  connection. 
While  on  the  boat  I  met  one  of  our  old  Captains  of  2nd  Ky.  &  he  came  up  &  sd.  you 
have  "gone  and  done  it"  &  congratulated  me.  I  asked  him  how  he  had  heard  it  &  he 
said  he  heard  it  at  Mobile,  and  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  I  was  going  back  to 
my  command  so  soon,  for  sd.  he,  if  I  were  you  I  should  have  gone  into  winter  quarters. 
I  have  learned  from  a  .soldier  of  the  Army  of  Va.  that  in  the  new  consolidation  act  of 
the  army,  officers  who  are  supernumerary  have  60  days  to  select  a  command  to  join. 
I  would  be  willing  to  be  con.solidated  out  of  my  command  for  1  know  I  can  always  get 
a  position  when  I  desire  one  &  can't  get  a  leave  for  60  days  when  I  want  it. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  return  &  will  make  every  effort  to  do  so  though  the  Yan- 
kees getting  possession  of  the  R.  Road  between  Augusta  &  Branchville  will  make  it 
difficult  to  get  to  Richmond,  but  if  that  is  all  that  is  in  the  way.  1  will  not  be  deterred 
for  love  laughs  at  all  such  feeble  barriers.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  result  of  the 
Peace  Mission  and  from  what  I  can  see  &  hear  I  believe  that  it  has  been  the  means  of 
strengthening  the  spirits  &  fixing  the  purposes  of  all  cla.sses.  The  soldiers  are  all 
determined  to  die  before  they  will  disgracefully  submit,  and  so  are  the  people,  tho'  I 
overheard  a  conversation  yesterday  between  two  old  men  in  which  one  of  them  said 
that  there  was  a  grave  question  in  his  mind  &  that  was  whether  this  thing  called 
"priceless  liberty"  might  not  be  too  deariy  bought.  I  looked  at  him  &  if  a  look  could 
have  transfixed  him  he  would  have  been  a  dead  man.  &  he  was  too  old  to  insult  by 
word  but  it  made  me  very  indignant  to  hear  such  sad  sentiments.  I  am  whistling  now 
to  keep  my  courage  up  so  you  must  excuse  me — Good  Bye  my  dear  dariing  wife. 


Love  to  all 
Yours.   Given 
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Macon,  Ga.  Feb.  13th,  1865 


My  Dear  Bettie, 


You  will  no  doubt  think  that  I  am  faithful  to  my  promise  to  write  at  every 
stopping  place  for  this  is  the  third  letter  since  1  left  Tuscaloosa.  I  arrived  here  this 
afternoon  on  a  special  train  with  Genl.  Lorings  staff  &  leave  him  in  the  morning  at  8 
for  Milledgville.  Thus  far  the  trip  has  been  quite  agreeable  but  I  have  wished  to  see 
you  a  thousand  times  &  never  before  knew  what  a  deep  place  you  have  in  my  heart. 
I  think  of  you  every  hour  in  the  day  &  do  not  believe  that  I  will  be  much  account  as 
a  soldier  until  I  see  you  again.  I  saw  Miss  Susie  safely  housed  at  Dr.  Wilsons  in 
Montgomery  and  called  to  see  her  when  I  met  her.  Mrs.  Wilson.  &  Miss  Charlotte 
Irwin  who  does  not  look  like  the  same  person  I  met  in  St.  Louis.  She  looks  much 
older  &  rather  a  hard  expression  lurks  around  the  corners  of  her  mouth  &  eyes.  I 
made  a  conquest  on  the  train  coming  down  of  a  very  handsome  young  lady  from 
South  western  Ga.  and  she  asked  me  when  I  became  acquainted  with  her  if  that 
photograph  the  one  I  had  been  looking  at  was  my  sweetheart.  1  said  that  it  was  not 
but  was  one  of  my  wife.  Now  don't  you  think  that  was  good  in  me.  Just  to  think  a 
very  handsome  young  lady  requests  an  introduction  to  her  &  is  very  gracious  and 
offers  a  splendid  opening  for  fun  &  I  decline  having  too  much  love  for  my  wife  & 
respect  for  myself.  I  saw  Ony  Barrett  and  told  him  a  great  deal  of  news  from  St. 
Louis.  He  is  very  well  &  was  not  on  the  campaign  with  Genl.  Hood  but  was  left  with 
the  reserve  artillery  at  Macon.  I  will  go  to  the  theatre  to  night.  Just  behove  it  to  say 
that  I  have  been  at  a  theatre  in  Dixie.  I  don't  believe  that  I  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
writing  as  often  here  after  as  I  do  now,  for  in  moving  around  in  the  field  in  active 
service  it  will  not  be  possible  but  I  will  always  try  to  write  at  least  once  a  week  &  you 
must  do  so  also  for  you  do  not  know  how  much  I  wish  to  hear  from  my  darling  wife. 
The  weather  is  charming  and  I  only  regret  that  I  am  not  with  you  to  enjoy  it. 

It  is  very  nearly  dark  now  and  I  must  close  this  hurried  note.  Give  my  love  to 
Mrs.  K  &  Sam  &  Miss  Mary  &  all  the  others.  Good  Bye  my  darling. 

Your  affectionate  husband 
Given  Campbell 


I  enclose  three  letters.  Please  send  them  thro'  if  you  can. 
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6IVEN  CAMPBEL  DIES 
AT  HOME  OE  HIS  SON 


SERVED         IN         COITpltoEBATK 
ABMY  AND  WAS  ITtlEND  01? 
JEFFEItSON  DAVIS.    - 


GIVEN  CAMPBELL. 

Given  Campbell,  for  many  years  on" 
of  the  leaders  of  the  St,  Ijouis  bar,  died 
last  night  at  9  o'clock  at  the  residence  of 
his  sou.  Dr.  Given  Campbell.  3429  Mor- 
san  street.  Ha  had  been  In  failingr  health 
for  three  or  four  years.  A  little  over  a 
year  ago  he  retired  from  practice  and 
went  to  Paducah,  Ky„  whei^e  he  retnalnad 
until  recently.  On  his  retirement  from 
the  bar  an  unusual  honor  wa-s  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  St.  Louis  Bar  Associa- 
tion. A  reception  was  arranged,  fol- 
lowed by  a  dinner,  over  which  John  F. 
lioa  presided.  Nearly  all  the  members 
of  the  association  were  present. 

Although  called  judge,  Mr.  Campbell 
never  served  on  the  bench.  The  only 
public  office  he  ever  held  was  jnember  of 
the  cJty  council  in  1S77.  Ho  resigned  be- 
fore his  term  expired.  •   , 

Bam  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  born  in  Salem.  Ky.. 
on  December  31,  18.35.  He  was  educated 
at  I  he  university  of  Virginia,  where  he 
graduated  in  law.  He  came  to  St.  X,iOllla 
shortly  before  the  civil  war  aD4  cora- 
menced  the  practice  of  hi.s  proCeeeion. 
.\t  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  h9  en- 
listed in  the  confederate  army  g,nd  served 
throughout  the  four  years.  He  c»me  out 
of  the  war  a  colonel.  He  and  JeffervoQ 
Davi.s.  the  confederate  president,  w»re 
intimate  friends. 

Mr.  <::ampbeil  was  in  charge  of  ttoe  «»' 
cort.for  Mr.  Davis  and  was  with  the  bead 
of  the  "lost  cAuse"  nearly  up  to  tfte  tlm« 
of  tho  capture  of  Davis.  The  orlKinel  In- 
tention of  Mr.  Davis  was  said  to  bo  a. 
flight  to  Mexico.  About  twelve  hours  be- 
fore the  capture  President  Davis  request- 
ed Mr.  Campbell,  as  head  of  the  escort,  to 
leave  him.  Mr,  Camnbell  was  at  first  re- 
luctant to  do  so.  Then  President  Davlfli 
said:  "As  your  chief  officer,  I  comiiaand 
you  to  go  away  with  your  escort."  It  is 
believed  C  at  the  confederate  president 
had  then  changed  his  mind' about  going  to 
Mexico. 

Mr.  Campbell  returned  to  St.  LovMs  afier 
tho  war.  but  on  account  of  the  Drakd 
constitution,  which  affected  those  who 
had  home  arms  against  the  govepinxentr 
found  it  Inexpedient  to  resume  tbe  prac- 
tice of  bis  profession  at  onc».  It;  wan  In 
)«73  that  h*  returned  to  the-  bar.  He 
enioyd  a  larire  practice  and  wasrr^t^^^ta 
one  of  the  ablest  members  of  tfif -iMir. 

Mr.  Campb*ll  m.-rrrled  la  I«W  Miss 
Susan  E1t7.abeth  WoodJ  a.  dattidlttKr  of 
n,e  late  Robert  KLWo^d  ot  St.fcgjua. 
He  's  survived  by  his  widow  anc  utree 
children,  who  are:  Dr.  CfiTen^amp- 
l>en.  James  C.  Camnbdl,  a  member  of  the 
St.  Louis  bar.  and.  Mrs.  Albert  Pi^^roiUI.' 
Arrangements  f6r  the  ftln'etal  ifil  bo 
made  to-day.  '-.fX 


mm  CAMPBELL  GIVES 
WATCH  TO  EACH  CHILD 


wiDow-^pwo  iimaiTomiEs 

ABB  IHJBIJ^  ' 


The  wfll  ot  Given  Camnbell,  veteran 
tnember  of  the  St.  "LouIs  bar,  who  diecT 
it  the  hdtne  of  his  son,  Dr.  Given  Camp- 
bell, 3429  li^organ  street,  last  Tuesday 
night,  provides  that  hlir  trife.  Susan  Ell£- 
«.beth  CjUnpbell,  sbftU  invest  $lOO  in  a 
Watoh  ^r  eaO&  of  hl«  children— <ilven,  j 
Susan  W.  ftnd  iatAea  Campbell.  The^ 
residue  of  the  estate  eo«B  to  Mris.  Camp- 
bell.    A  clause  li^  the  wfll  states: 

"I  bwitow  my  blessiner  upon  my  chlldrenr 
ttnd  -wMtk  Ihem  at  all  times  to  love,  oher- 
tsh  at;id  fionor  their  dear  inOth^  and  eaeh 
Other,  aaa  to  look  to  theh-  motberv  in 
whom  I  Have  impUoit  faith  and  confl- 
idence,  for:  counsel  and  advice  in  every 
oontingency  of  life." 

file  irl|I  was  executed  July  1.  1885,  and 
^itnes««it  br  O'Neill  Ryan,  now  Judge  of 
the  at;-;  JUoulB  circuit  court;  William  H. 
Bliss.  f<^riner  United  States  di.'strlct  at- 
tomey^^at  St.  IxmiS,  and  now  in  Paris, 
France;  .nd  Judge  James  Campbell  of 
Paducatt,  Ky.,  a  yoUng6r  brother  of  the 
deceassd. ,  • 


T  found  Glencoe  on  an  old  [1957  at  the  latest]  map  of 
Missouri  about  twenty  miles  west/ southwest  of  St.  Louis,  just 
about  where  Six  Flags  Over  Mid- America  is  located  today,  on 
the  Meramec  River.  Clarksville,  Tennessee  is  about  ten  miles 
over  the  Kentucky/Tennessee  border  directly  south  of 
Evansville,  Indiana,  quite  a  bit  west  of  Louisville  and  about 
7  5  miles  southeast  of  Paducah,  and  about  47  5  miles  from  St. 
Louis.  The  Ohio  &  Mississippi  railroad  didn't  survive  into 
the  Fifties,  but  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  still  had  a  line 
between  Louisville  and  Clarksville. 

Was  Given  traveling  under  a  pseudonym?  G.A.Us.  could 
stand  for  Given  Whatever. 
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